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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting the Suez Canal Commission. 


No. 1. 


Mr. Macgregor to Sir J, Pauncefote-—(Reeeived Janwary 3.) 


(Confidential) 
Sir, Admiratty, Janwary 1, 1887. 

WITH refermee to your letter of the 14th ultimo, in which you nsk for an 
explanation of certain remarks in my lotter of the rd December respecting the 
wording of the International Convention to secure the free navigation of the Suck 
Canal, {am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to request that 
you will stato to the Bari of Lddcsleigh thet tho opinion exprossod in tho Admiral 
letter of the 3rd ultimo had already heen made known to the Foreign Office in tho 
lottor from this Department of the Sth June, 1886, 

2. My Loris fully appreciate the difficulty of making the rules of vetion for 
enforcing ‘the provisions of an International Convention moro stringwnt, and as it 
appears that Lord Tddealeigh is unable to suggest. any way of rendering ‘these rules 
moro offective with rgant to insuring a frow pasage through the Canal, their Lomlships 
consider that the maritime interests of the Empire ronder it undesirable that Her 
Majesty's Government should take part in any Convention which would have the effect 
‘of prohibiting the naval force of this country being used to socure to our ships 
free passage through the Suez Canal in time of war, 

% In thoir Lordships’ opinion, the Convention, as at present drafted, does not 
provide efficient means for insuring the Canal being kept o 

Lam, &e. 
(Signed) "EVAN MACGREGOR. 


No. 2. 


Viscount Lyons to the Earl of Udidesleigh-—(Reeeived January 6.) 
No. 4.) 
iy Lord, Paris, January 3, 1887. 

‘M. PLOURENS asked me this afternoon whether I had any communication to 
make to him on the affairs of Egypt. On my answering that I was not charged with 
any special commonication at this moment, he asked me whether T thought should 
be able to give him an “answer” in timo for the reopening of the French Chambers, 
I replied that as the reopening would take place in less than a week's time, I hanlly 
thought it possible. 

'T proceeded to observe that, i onder to give Her Majesty's Government the means 
of expediting the settlement of the Ezyptian question, the essential point was that the 
cordial assistance and co-operation of the other Powors, and especially of France, 

ven to their endeavours to pat the country into a satisfactory state. 
ens did not mention auy particolae point on which he dosired on 
“answer” from Her Majesty's Government. Probably, he lind in his mind the 
proposed Suee Canal Convention. 
T have, &. 
(Signed) LYONS. 


[os9] B 





(Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 14, 1887. 

I LAID before the Earl of Tddesleigh your letter of the Ist instant relative to 
the objections which are entertained by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. to 
tho wotding of the proposed International Convention for sceuring the free navigation 
of the Suex C; 

‘You state tliat in view of the difficulty of rendering the rules for enforcing the 
provisions of the Convention moro effective, their Lordships consider it undesirable 
fist Her Majesty's Government should take part in any Convention which would have 
{he effet of proliiting Ter Majesty's Government from employing the naval foros of 
this country to socure to British ships free passage through the Suez Canal in timo 
of wat. 

Tn reply, Tam to request that you will point out to their Lordships that Her 
Majesty's Government by the Declaration of the 17th March, 1885 (Article IT1), have 
edged themselves to enter into on international arrangement in regard to the Suex 

anal on the bas laid down in Earl Granville'’s Circular of the Srd January, 1883, 
‘and that those bases do not admit of such a provision as is suggested in your letter 
sunier reply. 

Tanto call your attention in connection with this subject to Parliamentary 
Papers, “ Bzypt No. 6 (1885)," and  Eeypt No. 10 (1885). 

"Phere seams, howover, to be no immediate prospect of an agreement as to the 
terms of the proposed Convention, 

Tam, te. 
(Bigned) | JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


No, 4. 
‘The Marquis of Salisbury to Viveount Lyons. 


‘No. 201.) 
Brien) Foreign Office, Moreh 19, 1887. 
M. WADDINGTON observed that his blot object in coming to-day was to say 


that he wns ina position to come to torms about the question of Dongarita;, that he 
hhad a proposal to make which he Believed would be acceptable to Her Majesty’ 
Government, and that he hoped to be able to xubnuit it in writing on Tuesday. 

Tis Excellency added that he wax also prepared to make a proposal on the subject 
of the New Hebrides, but it was his wish that these negotiations should proceed 

josiu with those on tho subject of the Suox Canal, and he thought that the 
Dongarita question had better take precedence. 

Tis Excelleney’s tnanner wns very friendly, and indicative of desire to arrive at 
an understanding Upon all the points specified above, 


No. 5, 


Foreign Office to Admiralty. 
(Seoret.) 
ir, Foreign Office, Aprit 12, 1887. 
WITTE reference to previous correspondence of the proposed | Eaternational 
Convention to scour the free navigation of the Suex Canal, I am directed by the 
Alarquis of Salishury to transmit to you, for the confidential information of the Lords 
Cominisionors of the Adiinlly, copy of a Report from, the Law Officers of the 
Crown* upon a question whieh bury thought it desirable to refer to them ax 
to the offcet of tho stipulation that the Canal should never be subjected to the exercise 
‘of the right of blockade, 
‘Te will be seon that the Law Officers arc of opinion that this provision does not 
imply any ramunciation of the right to seize an enemy's ships anywhere outside the 
Smiurdiate approaches to the Canal which, in their view, would include the Gulf of 


{F Law Offcers, March 28, 1857. 


3 


Suez. But the word “approaches” in Article V of the draft Convention, voted by 
‘the majority of the Commission which sat at Paris in 1885, was objected to by the 
British Delegates as being too vague, and as the Lonts Commissioners are aware, the 
French Goyerament ave sines assented to tho British amendment, whereby the 
operation of that Article is restricted to a mdius of 3 marine miles from the ports of 
access. 

"The point mised in tho last paragraph of the Report of the Law Officers has, 
therefore, ceased to have auy practical importance. 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


No. 6. 


‘The Marquis of Salielury to Viscount Lyons. 
(No. 295 a.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, Moy 15, 1887. 
conversation which I had with the Freach Ambassador a fow days ago T showed 
Excellency a project for a Convention, to be proposed by the Sultan to the Powers 
to the Treaty of Berlin, for securing the free navigation of the Suez Canal. 
1 inclose a copy of this paper herewith, for your Excelleacy's confidential information. 
M. Waddington made some inguities us to the sncaning of the last paragraph of the 
project, and particularly of the provision “that the Convention sball wot interfere with 
may be necessary for the defence of Egypt and the security of the 


our opinion, the Kbedive should be the sole judge of the necemsity of 
taking manures forthe security of the Canal nd that those measures should be executed 
by his own forces and those of his allica. 

M. Waddington said that he would forwanl the paper, with my explanations, to his 
Gorernment. 


Tam, de. 
(Signed) SALISBURY, 


Taclosure in No. 6. 
Project for @ Concention for securing the Pree Navigation of the Suez Canal. 


HIS Imperial Majesty the Sultan will invite the Grest Powors partics to the Treaty 
of Berlin to join in a Convention for better securing the freedom of navigation through the 
Maritime Canal of Suez. 

Ty noch Convention Fis Imperial Majesty will declare that the Canal shall always be 
free-and open, whether in time of peace of of war, for ships of war and morchant-vossels 

ing from one sea to the other, without distinction of flag, but or 
{nd in conformity with the Regulations nctually in, force, or which 
be enacted by fie reeogaizel competent authority] ; ond the High Contrncting P 
will undertake that they will not interfere with the free passage of the Canal, whether in 
time of peace or of war, and will engage to respect the property and establishments 

sining thereto, 

“The Convention shall provide that the Canal shall never be subject to the belligerent 
right of blockade, that no night ‘of war or act of hostility shall be exercised within the 
Canal iteelf, or within a radius of 8 tnarine miles from the ports of Sucx and Port Said. 

"The Convention shall also provide that the Representatives in Egypt of tho Si 
Powers shall watch over its execution whenever circumstances shall arise which may 
threaten the safety or freedom of passage of the Canal; that they shall assemble when 
convened by one of their body, under an Eeyption President, in order to verify and record 
the circumstances of danger, and shall inform the Egyptian Government thereof, in order 
that it may take proper measures to insure the protection and free ‘of the Canal; 
‘that they shall in any case assemble once 2-year, in order to that the Convention 
Tins been duly observed. It shall also be provided that the Convention shall not interfere 
with ony measures which may be neceseary for the defanco of Fgypt ani the security of 
The Caml; and, finally, that the High Contracting Partios shall invite the adhesion of the 
other Powers to the Convention. 





M. Waddington to the Marquis of Salishury—(Received June 4.) 


M, le Marquis, Londres, le 2 Juin, 1887. 

TAT rendu compte 4 M. Flourens de Ia conversation que j'si eu Mhonneur d'avoir 
vee votre Seigneurie le 11 Mai dernier au sujet du Canal de Suez, et je Tui ai fait 
cconnattre le sens précis que vous attachez au dernier paragraphe du projet du Convention, 
que vous m’aviez communiqué. 

Vous m'aviex déclaré que, dans Ia pensée da Gouvernement Anglais, le Khédive 
levait Gtre seul juge de la nécessité de prendre des mesures pour la sécurité du 
(anal, ot que ces mesures devraient tre exécutées par ses propres forces et celles de ses 
alls, 

Aux yeux de mon Gouvernement, cette interprétation souléve de sérieuses difficultes. 
En effet, elle est en contradiction aver les clauses pricédentes du projet, et elle annulerait 
‘en pratique les garanties que le Gouvernement de la République toujours voulu assure 
4 Ia neutralité da Canal. Il n'échappera pas d votre Seigneurie que cette noutralité 
sleviendrait une fiction, si,au eas od il y seruit porté utteinte dans des conditions qui restent 
indéterminées, elle pourrait dtre défendue non seulement par In Porte et par lRgypte, mais 

w des alliés innommés. Il est évident que si Egypte et In Porte faisatent intervenir une 

issance quelconque'sur le Canal, les autres Paissances ne se sentiraient plos lies par les 
termes d'une Convention qu'on pourrait regarder comme violée, ct qui deviendrait atssitht 
lettre-morte, “Aucune Puissance Européenne, directement intéressée i la liberté et 2 le 
neatralité du Canal, ne consentirait & remettre, en toute circonstance, la défense de cet 
intérét aux alliés éventuels que 'Rgypte et Ia Porte pourraient se donner. 

LeAngletere ellesmémn, bce qul nous. semble? pourrait heater & ‘accepter pour kon 
propre compte les basards dan avenit anssi incertain. 

Le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté s'est toujours montré préocoupé de laeser au Khéidive 
‘ta In Porte suzernine In liberté de leurs alliances pout la dctenee tu tereteine de UBgypte. 
De notre e6té, nous avons admis Ia Kégitimité de cette. préceupation, en dchors du 

Canal, 

Mais Ja négociation actuelle repose sur lo principe que le Canal peut étre distingué do 
reate de I'Raypte, et dtro guranti par une neatratité le. Il faudra sans doute déterminer 
{a * région du Canal” sur terre, comme elle Va dgjh ét6 du obté de la mer mais il n'y a Ja 

suoune diffculté sérieuse, et j'ai "honneur d’attirer partionlidremont sur ee point l'attention 
de votre Seigneurio, 

Selon nous, le dernier paragraphe du projet devrait dtre niligé A pou pris en 
tormen:— 

“Tt eat attend que es dispositions ci-dessus relatées no sauraient préjudicier 
ux menores prises par lo Gouvernement Khédivial et par In Porte sutzeraine pour la 
délonse ot In sécurité du territoire Reyptien, en dchors de lw zone d'upplication de la présente 


Convention. 
Veuillez, &e. 
(Signé) WADDINGTO; 
Se 
No. 8. 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Vivcount Lyons 


(No, 340. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Forcign Offer, June 7, 1887. 

TINPORMED your Excellency, in my despatch No. 296-4 of the 15th ultimo, that E 
had shown to the French Awbussador w project for a Convention, to be proposed by ti 
Sultan to the Powers purties to the Treaty of Berlin, for secaring the free navigation ui 
the Suez Canal. 

Tow inclose, for your Excellency’s information, a copy of a note from M. Waddingtoa,® 
containing: some observations by the French Government on the last parigruph of this 
daft, and proposing a change in the wording. 

Lam, &e. 


(Signed) SALISBURY. 





No. 9. 


‘The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir H. Drummond Wolf 


Foreign Office, June 7, 1887. 


(io. 53. Confidential.) 
ition, copies of the 


i confidential_inform: 

: beara ae rr “7 oe a the French Ambassador on the 

oi to edcue the free navigation of the Suee Caval as embodied in 
Article III of the Convention recently signed by you.' aaa 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


ae 


No. 10, 
ry to Viacount Lyons. 


coe Foreign Oftce ne 7, 1887. 
My Tool VE forwanlel to your Exolloney, in my dospate No. 840 of this day 
copy of a note from tho French Aumbasador ab this Court, containing, he 
sie, Aion of his Government on a project, which Thad shown to his Exedlloney, 
foran International Convention to socuro the feve navigation of the Sues Cnnals 
era Waildington stated to mo, in conversation tordny, dat th pai on whieh the 
1G t were anxious to come to a decision with Hor Ma over 
Frets sternce to tho Stee Canal, was tho qotion how tho Canal a its Knits 
Meee atoed to alien t any impromptu definition, but said I should like to consult 
technical ax well as log advisers 


io, 
(Gigned} sy OSALISBURY. 


Ee ee 
No, 11, 


‘The Marquis of Solishury to M, Waddington. 


Foreign Offer, July 18) 1881. 
a wn ‘ive, aud have givon my best attention to, you 
aoe nae ten dd ultimo, containing the obecrrations ot out Government 
Spon 8 project which T had shown in ow for an International Convo 
the ree av iatin enifect that the Representatives in Bgypt of the Siguntory 
Do ee eatin of the Convention where, Seaman 
should arise which might Ahrcaten the iis or fenton ot oe the Oualy tt 
e, when convened of the i spt 
Pe oat an ‘onder t@ veraly and record dhe citcumatances ot anger, aa ould 
inform the Egyptian Government thereof, in order that it might take proper measure 
to insure the protection and. free passage of the Canal, Further, Unat it coal be 
provided that the Conventin shall wot interfere with any mea 
cessary for the defenen of Egypt and the security of al. si sae 
meee explanation of this Inst provixion, 1 stated to your Excellency th re ue 
reemity of taking measures for the scourity of the Canal, and that those measures 
Should be exceutad by his own foroos and those of is allies: ay soul 
show The French Gorerninent object to this proposal, and wish hat thn Canal sea 
be distinguished {rom the rest of Baypty as boing guaranteed hy a special netitty, 
‘and your Exoelleacy draws ty ‘ttontlon’ to. the necensty for this purpote of defining: 
oh area a if tho ‘anal ” on land, as is pevpoed be done with respect 
{sea withia which the Convention shall bo operative... Bi 
ae ie wt explained im your excllency’s note Shen aa in what 
aman not omeren, <sPepose that Ths measures necessary for tho eccuity 


© Non. 6 oa 7. a 


M. Ambassadeur, 


opinion of Her Majesty's Govornment, the Khedive should be the sole ju 





iow of the Canal shall be taken, if not by the Khedive and the Porte or 
3 and the question of the limits within which such m 


sures should be 
restricted ‘must Inrgely depend upon their nature, and the intended method of 
procedure. 


So long as tho force by which the Canal is threatened is one with which the 
Sultan and the Khedive can deal, the words, “and those of his allies," might be 
Withdrawn from my definition of the means by which the Canal is to bo defender, 
Hut. if your Excellency urges thot they should be withdrawn in respect to ail 
Sortingencies, it must be assumed that you anticipate that an attack supepor in forse 
£2 the defensive power of the territorial Rulers ean only come from ane of the partice 


to this Convention, and that in that caso the Convention will be broken and anvulled, 
and all parties will resume their natural liberty 


Is that  eorroct estimato of the view taken by the French Government? 
Thave, &c. 
(Signed) "SALISBURY. 
Oe 


No, 13. 
The Marquis of Salisbury to Viscount Lyons, 


My Lo Foreign Office, July 18, 1987. 

excel tH reference to may dospatch No. 3404 of the 71h ultimo, 1 teanuait to your 
Excellency herewith, for your information, n copy of w tote whieh I have addressed to the 
French Ambosador at this Court on the subject of the Proposal to sceure the free naviga- 
tion of the Suex Canal by means of an International Convention. 


Tam, &e, 


(Signed) "SALISBURY. 
a Y 


No, 13. 
AM. Waddington to the Marquis of Salishury.—(Receiced July 29:) 
Londres, le 28 Juillet, 1887, 


ETTRZ-MOI, A.a note de votre Seigneurie on date du 18 courant, 
wor In sdourité du Canal 


M. lo Marquis, 
PERAL 


do bien préciser low différentes éventualites qui peureat me 
do Sues, ot Tew moyens qui, dana In pens du Gouvernement do la. République, 
dovraieut étre omployés pour lour faite face 


1, La wourité du Canal peut étre 
Populstions nvoisinantes 
11 eat évident quo, dans ce cas, lox forces militaires ou de police du Khédive sufl- 
taient largemont pour nitablir ordre, 
2, Ta sécurité du Canal peut dtre mise ex péril 
en Pate, nnalogue i celuk qui a 66 divigé par Arabi. 
i mouvement de ee genni pas du jour au lendemain: et, en mottant 
los choses aut pire, th sécoulare toujours un temps assce considémble avant quo co 
‘Mouvement no de use pour le Canal. Qu’atrivers-t-il dans eo 
cus? Tes Représontasts des Pulssances en Beypte se run 
Ponce do danger et le xignalent sane dai, A leh 
Jeurs Gouvernements respectify Jos mesures paraincnt propres 
& assuror In liberté du Canal.’ Cotte action dos Ieprésentants. dex Puissaron’ ext 
Puaintenant ndinise, bien qu'aveo des formules de néloction un pou diférentes, et par 
Je Gouvernement de Sw Majexté Britannique, ot par les autres Gouvernements qui ent 
pris port A la Commision Internationale & Yaris 
i le danger devient xérieux, et ‘si lo Khédive ne dispose pas de moyens sulfisants, 
G,larre faire appel b Is Sublime Porte, laquelle sxconcertera avec les autres Puissances 
Signataires de la Déclaration de Londres du 17 Mars, 1885, en yue Warréter d'un 
commun necord los mestires  prendiw pour répondre A cet appel’™ 
(Tels sont tes termes de Article X du Projet de 'Traite, Article qui 8 66 necepté 
Bar foates len Puissancen, | Then wésulte que si In sécurité du Canal dait menacée par 
“ua érénement analogue A V'insurrection d'Arabi, les mesures de défense seraient pres 


mapromise par une attaque des tribus ou des 


Fun Mouvement insurrectionnel 


* Net. 


Grandes Paissances, IL mo'semnble qo 
erin, patie pas fenu vi comple flan 
i i ans [Article X quo je Vieus de rappeler. 
-s internationales édictées dans l'Article X q i aor 
a La Uberté ot Ia, sbourté. da Canal peavant ten, menos sees acto 
maritime éclalant entre telles ou telles Puissances Signataires du 'Traité, 
ee i Sei: ¢ fait allusion A 1a fin de sa note. 
Ce dernier cas est celui auquel votre Seigneurie fait allo: aie i eae 
Je Se Dis bien comment une pareille éventualié pout proecuper les Sign 
ae Ne ee ea cman Go Tbe rine Rite nitaksta we 
“Les Hautes Parties Contractantes convicnnent do ne po 
Vibre usage du Canal en temps de comme en temps do j 
Crest préeisément pour assurer In liberté du Canal 
Commission Internationale s'est réunie A Paris, et qu lle a 
ictant les précautions minaticuses b prendre dans ¢ ae 
Voila pourquoi mon Gouvernement n’adinet q 
seme siento os ac Se vein ape po 
fons mdéierninges, pour défondre lo Canal eo dangers quo 2 
Seidarns comme isaginair De dows choses une: ou bie eats sro exdouté 
eer arate me cep poh dierent 
aierait mnenacer le Canal par 1o fait d'une dentro elles ; ou bien Jo ‘Trait 
5a ‘ot alom il n'est qu'une fouillo de pap palschis 
‘Ainsi que monte’ plus bat ato gun soil danger sirens, pou 
Jn sdourité da Canal, c'est colul qui nsulternit. d's i insurectionnel on Byypte, 
Gr, lea Articles IX ct X da Projet de Traité stipalen! predelnent a0 dae 
danger, que les moyens dy faire fhow seront déterminés don commun, acoord pus 18 
Porta et es Grandes Puissances, Tl no faut i ; lation qui pubes 
affaiblir cet accord, ot il saute aa — i ‘on Rapoport es 
serait pourva A la sécurité du Canal en dehors de C SE ie ia de 
nee qui Vaffaiblit singulidrement. Ia Liber ‘ 
egos  Tmdcient feu, gurantee per Traction omrene ou. Tabstonton 
sdceante des Pelamiccs, que par Vnction indépendante d'une d'entro elles, méme 
hello agit au nom de In Porte ou du Khisdive, et comme leur alliée, 
Par toutes ces raisons, mon 
Je Khédive aiont besoin d'allids «p4ciaux pour Ia abt ani onan 
pour nllides toutes les Puissances Big taires du Traité 
jeu de faire de distinction entre ellos, penta 
Dans elon gl ech de al Pa mar oe iepoacet, es ae 
ac nc Gouyerncmant estou que le projet do Tr ne ai ablunent gk 
Getto région ct non pax A TBgypte dane son cnwemble. Nous nave i 
nee re aagount bul im dene te WBayptes ni des alliances que. ln Se on le 
he ¢ pourront rechercher, A un moment do see but aoa 
Ena rahe = que Is liberté du Canal sera comp wo j ae ae gern 
TRaypte tout entidve; mais pour le moxent nous ne poursuivons q 
coli do garantir Ia sécurité de ta région du Canal 
Ty aum done a définir les limites: de colte 1 pacts co penn 
déjh été fait du odté do Ia mor. J'ai appelé l'attention de votro Seig ee rece eee 
tan wa note du 2 Juin dernier. Apres les ae tions anaes cae 
sujet des quostions soulovées par sa note du courant, manana Poa 
ain, areiver tne ddfaiions et jo nore heareax quo votre Sxigneurio vould 
ime eommuniqer sex Yites 2 00 x eacie: 3 


(Signs) WADDINGTON. 


do guerre que ta 
propose une aério d'ArLiclos 


iitan on lo Khédive 
's innommés, ot dans 


cat p 


ee 
No. 14. 

‘The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Egerton. 
(No. 490.) Foreign Office, August 19, 1887. 
Sir, 2 
F nbassador called this afternoon, : ; 
Tn Beealoncy oper, TE ee ER ERNE taal fast seostred from mo 
‘spon. the saljest Je the Suen Canal, of which a copy was forwarded to you in my 





8 


despatch No. 480 of to-day’s date, and observed that he thought that the proposal 
contained in it seemed likely to furnish a basis for an ent 

I reminded his Excellency of the pending difficulties in regard to the New 
Hebrides, and warned him that, unless settlement was arrived at during the autumn, 
public opinion in England would be seriously disquicted. He expressed his boliet 
that the question would be settled in the autumn. 

I gathered from M, Waddington’s language that the recent anti-English action 
of the Freach Government was opposed to the advice which he had given. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 


OO 


No. 15. 
‘The Marquis of Salisbury to M. Waddington. 


M.l'Ambassadenr, Foreign Office, August 19, 1887, 

IN answering your Excollency’s letter of the 28th ultimo, respeoti 
Canal Convention, I would recall to your mind that the diseussions on which wo aro 
engaged havo arisen on the farm to be given to the closing sentences of the draft 
Convention whioh I had the honour to submit to you on the Toth Mi 

Tn my draft the Inst sentence ran: Tt shall also be provided th 
shall not intorfere with any measures which may be necessary 
Reypt and the security of the Canal.” 

In nnswer to a question from you I stated ou 
Khedive to judge of tho monturos nocesary for assuring tha an 
Whether the assistaxiee of alien 5 ake a Very strong 
objection to the adi nder any circumstances. by 
necesary, and you havo dwolt in de 

wropored! Convention against any possi! crn 

These dangers may practically be divided into those which may arise from local 
disturbances, and any attack which might proceed from one of the Great Buropean 
Powers who are to be the Signatories to this Convention. 

In regan to this latter danger, far tho. moro formidablo of tho two, I am glad 

note that the course of sion bas brought us into accord, You admit in 
your letter under reply that, in such a cave, the Convention would be * qu'une 
fouille de papier sans valeur.” ‘This view ditfor from that Which 
T suggested! in my lotter of the 18th ultime at fn the ease xuppased 
“the Convention would be broken and annulled, and all partice would nssume their 
natural liberty." ‘Tho question whether the K should appeal to his alli 
might very probably thn arise; but the decision of it could. not be hampered by the 
stipulations of a Convention which would have ceased to exist. Wo may, therof 

ino our attention to the other porsible danger, that which would arise from loc 
disturbance. 

I frankly confoss that 1 have very litle faith in tho safoguard which it ia pro- 
posed to supply by the Treaty, in case: the Khedivo should be unable to deal with the 
° by his own unassisted forces. It is proposed that he should appeal to th 
Sublime Porto, which will consult with the six other Signatory Powers in order 
determine by common accord upon the measures to he taken. Whatever desteuctive 
ond an insurrectionary leader might have in view, he would have enjoyed more than 
abundant time to accomplish it before ¢ pends upon the 
accord betwrean the Porto nnd the Six I 1 he brought into operati 

At the same time, I recognine the difficulty, on which your Excellency laya 
stress, of assigning to any si ¢ duty of providing for tho security of tho 
Canal,“of whieh the ‘ has boon so solemnly aGirmed 

T think also it must be admitted that, with re anal itself, the dan, 

nat which precautions ary to be taken isn formidable kind. Tn any 

‘anal would remain, ax before, open to all the Powers : 

ise in it any right of war might prevent them 

from dofonding the Canal from injury, it would leavo them at full liberty to protect 
any vousls of their own which might pass through it 

Tt is obvious, however, that this question links itself closely with the definition 
of that which your Excellency has designated as the region of the Canal, a definition 
which, in the lotter under reply, you invite me to discuss. 


ieney of the defence provided 


No, 14* 


The Marquis of ury fo Mr. Egerton, 


(No. 480.) gn Office, August 15, 1887 
Bit , ion of the Suox 
‘THE French Ambassador discussed with m ease 


Hh Amsbassados or an answer to his note a 
Canal Convention. He prem Canal should. ele tothe Sultan. aid the Khe 


ary on either 
pin ‘itso that the definition of the Canal xhould include a hand of terit h 


5 or stipulation would cause some 
os ’ was to declare that 
Thad of territory weir 


‘of semies on bot 


I pointed out to his Excellency that th 


. : At pass through the C at any time, and ee 


sis oe 
reminded him of 
THehrides nogedintions a 

Me Tactington’s anywor wis not vers distin 
Fron looked on the ngnature ot Tho Canal Connntion 9s nat! 
Treat Mead thet doubt whe wo ero im carne nthe netting th 
mise of the deliberation with which the New: Hebrides isussion we 4 


proposed Convento 


na thon 
ee roe 
is Hxcelleney bom Sera which hindered tho conclusion of the New 
Gt pore a Tpty a 
2 a matter afl we thelr 

pa 


SALISBURY. 








striction in question ass different aspect if we interpret the word 
ney seems inclined to do, to mean not only the portion of 
covered by water, but-a be f dry land upon each side, If there is to be on 
of the Canal a spa ater or less width to which the stipulations wo 
i 0 apply, Very serious difficulties will arise, 
e spaces imust be subject to'a kind of neutralization fundamentally different 
at which is to be provided for the real Canal. If the formula is-applied to 
“open to all Powors at all times,” it fs obvious that they will 
become ma ground than neutral territory. Any Power will bo at liberty 
to place wh unt of military force it pleases upon them at any time. On 
wer at any time being allowed to pass throu, 
80, it is obvious that a band « 
the Sultan which he will not be at Hborty 
of the Khedive, but which will bosingularly at the moray 
fany such should arise. In fact, if such a atroteh 
igh of the torritory in which it is placed, it will 


in intornational Jaw or pract 


be 


It will be 0 sino under the sanotion of th 


he Sultan will be forbidden ta exorcise on it any rights of sovercignty ot sw 
Tt cannot be expected that the Porto will necept such a proposal 
It is no ary for mo to purse this subject further, but it ie evident tha 
Aiplomatio attempt so entirely novel » of establishing a waterway invariably opan 
nntions, between two wt invariably closed even to the Soverdign of 
the soil nnd the ultimate guardian of onder, will give rise to many snomaliex sud oan 
scarcely fail to be tho sourvo of much dispute. 
Tam hound to add that I do not find in Lont Granville's original Circular 
And January, 1888, or in the Declaration of the 17th March, 18% 
Excollency and him, which was based upon that Cinoalar, nny suggest 
ther of the Contracting Parties to the opinion that anything is included in the Canal 
exeopt the land that is covered 
Tam disposed to xuggest to you jency, a8 & means of bringing to an ond 
this controversy between us, the plan of defence which you have suggested, 
Khodive in the first instance, and by the Seven Fowors in the second, 
eal for the Cai per; but that, ia doing s0, wo should abandon all 
attempt to include in the definition of the Canal any Innd’ that is not o¢ 
water. 


(Signed) SALISBURY, 





No. 16, 


‘The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. J. G. Kennedy. 


(No. 248, Ext. 71.) 
(Extmot,) Foreign Office, August 19, 185 

M. CATALANT then inquired how the negotiations betweon England and France 
in rogard to the Suez Canal were progressing. 

T informed him that the proposals which wo bad made to France were embodied 
in Article IIT of the Convention concluded by Sir Hf, Drummond Wolff with the 
Parte. 





So. 17. 
The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr, Js G. Kennedy, 


Fyreign Office, August 25, 1887 
Aifaires spoke to mo to-day of the Agreement regarding 
Suvz Canal, which he understood. we were about to sign with France, Signor 
Crispi having instructed him to say that Ttaly, as a Mediterranean Power, would wish 
to be a party to it 
plained to M. Cotalani the nature of our gourparlers with France, whieh wore 
D 





10 


the outeome of the Paris Commission of 1885, and said that, as soon as the differen: 
between the two Governments on this subject were removed, it Senran ecie 
under international consideration. No Agreement, T assured him, would be signed 
with France respecting the Canal without Signor Crispi's knowledge. 

Tam, &. 
SALISBURY, 


ee ae ee 


(Signed) 


No. 18. 


The Marquis of Salishury to Sir A. Paget. 
ge 1614.) ee M Po 
ir, Foreign Office, August 25, 1887. 
‘THE Austro-Hungarian Chargé d'Affaires inquired hy censor nace 
tiue that Her Majesty's Government were likely to come toa speedy understanding 
With that of Franco respecting the Suex Canal. % a 
He was informed that tho difference between the two Governments on this 
question was, and had for some time been, restricted within timits which maio it 
possible that in understanding might at any time be arrived at; but that it had been 
$0 long delayed, notwithstanding the apparvntly slight amount of divergence, that it 
‘was difficult to form any distinct anticipations of a settlement, 

‘The only nm cael es left open was the tion whether, in case of need, the 
Kediv ol b at Liberty to apply to anyone Power for assistance in tho defence of 
he Canal, as, If he were compelled to wait for int Ruropean action opportunit 
Me Cas polled to wait for joint European action, the opportunity 
shan aN Belen, sid, hat ho aid not wish to anak for any confidences, bat 
unt if the mater were at any time approaching settlement, hix Government would. be 
glad to be informod. eee Skene Site ee 


Tam, &e, 

(Signed) "SALISBURY. 
ee ee 
No. 19. 

War Office to Foreign Office —(Received August 26.) 


Sir, War Office, August 25, 1887. 


nclosing a copy of a letter from 


Wi TH rference to your letter of the 6th instan 
‘M. Waddington, dated the 28th July last, relative to the neutralization of the Sucx 
Canal, L am directed by Mr. Secretary Stanhope to transmit herewith, to be laid 
Dofore Lord Salisbury, ® Memorandum hy Major-General Brackenbury, Dey 
Adjutant-Geneen}, Intelligence Beanch, pointing out that this country has nothinig 
to gain and something to loso by a Convention granting wniversal free passage of 
‘Canal in time of war, = 


__ Thave, &e. 
(Signed) RALPH THOMPSON. 


————— 


Inclosure in No. 19. 


Memorandum. 
(Secret) 

TN the event of war with France alone, or with France in combination with any 
other Power, it is of tho utmost importance to us to close the Suez Canal, in onder to 
force all commerce for the East to take the same route that our own commerce must 
follow, and on which we are supreme, round the Cape of Good Hope ; and there is no 
doubt that, in the event of war with France, our navy would find means of blocking 
effectually, and for a considerable period of time, the of the Sues Canal. 

___ 2, Ou the other hand, in the event of war with Tinacia alone, itis of the utmost 
importance to us to keep tho Suez Canal open for our vessels of war ans transports, 
‘Karichi must be our maritime base for any operations in or through Biluciistan; and 
iu the event of a railway being const leading inland from the Persian Gulf 
{towands which the efforts of the Foreign Offies aro now being directed), the importance 


un 


of the Suce Canal'route will, in case of war with Russia, be greatly increased, Russia 
sae Shie ar well as we do, and, unless her naval officers are much less enterprising 
than our own, they will on or even before the ‘declaration of war, block the Canal 60 
4s to make its passage impossible to us. 

Fae ie eae eains up the whole question as to the value of the Suez Canal to us 
in the event of war; and, inasmuch as any future war between this country and either 
France or Russia must be a great and probably a long struggle, in Which every 
Ponsiblo means of injuring the enemy will be adopted, it appears certain that it the 
Fosse cavand in the second case Russia, will take means to clogo the passage of the 
Roos Canal, no matter what ‘Treaties as to its neutralization or free navigation may 
soe cote time of war being declared ; but such means will be taken secretly, and the 
suthorship of the act will never be admitted. 

areas it would appear that this country has nothing to gain from a Conyention 
granting universal free passage of the Suez Canal in time of war that stich a Conven- 
Fra ng A vhien war avees, not be worth the paper it is written on, unless this country 
rior he to foolish as to forego, in case of war with France, the immense advantage 
to our commerce which swoald be gained by blocking the Cx 

5. Further, i such & Treaty be made and be respooted by us it ‘Il be necessary 
to strengthen Adon and Keep such a naval force there as will prev ouch fleck, 

nt enter the Red Sex from the Mediterrancan, obtaining a 


Indian Ocean. 
(Signed) HENRY BRACKENBURY, 
‘Major-General, D.A.G. 
Intelligence Branch, War Office, August 10, 1887. 


pe 


No. 20, 
M. Waddington to the Marquis of Salishury—(Received September 8.) 


M, le Marquis, Lonitres, le 8 Septembre, 1887. 

sera note du 19 And vous aves bien vouli proposer, dans lo but de hiter 
a ccualuadon de Ia longue négocintion entre nos deux Gouvernements relativo ov 
‘Canal do Sun, l'arrangement suivant :— 

Laroche que fal sugeérée dans ma note du 28 Juillet pour pourrols Ae 
séourité Bt la defense du Canal, & savoir: par lo Khédivo ex. promis Liou of pat les 
sept Puissances Signataires en second lieu, serait acceptia par te Gouvornemen do Ba 
Majesté la Reino en co qui touche le Canal propreme 

Dante pare i ne serait plus question de-comprendre dans ta définition du Canal 
‘une zone Iatérale non recouverte par los eax. 

Ha scigneurie Feeonnalt, ca outre, que Y'onsomble dos garuntics stipuldcs dans 
le Projects Convention rend inutile lo rocours du Khédive ou du Sultan & dew allée 

Viroit international de Libre passaue perpatuel par te Canal, 
renant note dos déclarations do votre Segneuric sur ces, points importants, 
M. Flown mo chargo de lui exprimer In stisthotion que Tui fait éprouver Ia, convie- 
sec darriver promplement i un nocord sur toutes les questions visGes dans le Projet de 
Convention. 

eater tla renoneintion du Gouvernement de Sa Majesté-In Reino’ Vidéo de 
faire intervenir une tieree Puissanee pour In défense du Canal placé sous la garantie 
taretive de TEurope, nous paralt rendre moins nécessaire la délimitation gGographique 

region dui Canal—délimitation dont Vidé sétait naturellement produito ait cours 

Tiscussion et qui, dans notre pensée, avait surtout pour objet fo déterminee sur 

cise deux rives une certaine zone dans laquelle le Gouvernement Khisdivial ot 

Tcontrairement aux principes applicables jusqu’h nouvel onge wa 
deere TReypte, renonceraiont, A opérer militaiement avec doe allie, | Neve 
Tonanqone dono insster sur I délimitation pricise de te zone du Canal dont in été 
question, 7 

Treat jamais entré dans nos ¥ies, votre Seignentic sten_convainera aistinent oh 
a faisant rejuenter ls pidees de Ia négociation, que les rives du Canal pulsent om 
se faisant rejegonsilérdcs comme uh territoire commun ouvert ’ tous,” od une 

i farait Te droit de débarquer des troupes ou do faire 
‘thous avons jugé qu'il y aurait un intér't général & les 
wwe de In Ligne d’ean, c'est an. point do yuo seulement 


cconsidérer comme ne dé L 
‘ia Porte dabord, et les Puissances ensuite, auraient 


de Vobligation que le Khé 





iy eebecter, dans Jes formes prévues par la Convention, J 
: impor Esse pa le Canal poprement dit Cette maniaes 
Ayeguan nlimpligue en aucune fagon que Taccts do la zone late ner 
na Sr reef Fon 
tacit sutMoanion es on dans le Ut mime du Canal aient, en versa ae Terie 
dans fo but deeauts pour emplcher que le terstoire avolsinany pur ae ot 
dans Musoires les garanties stipulées pour la partic menewe (ees 
Pour la partio recouverta par les 


Si 


vanties jugées 
denvisiger Ia 
ttre intenlit 


question 


tre Sei 
cireulation 


votre Seignourie admet ce 


Peitérable de Péooncer dans une formbie cet 


mt co pri sans doute, comme 
del n 4 une zone kilométrique. € ba oi poe en rir Va i 
a nto sara de Bae este mara at Sa nape 
charg t@t Représentants en Reypte ise A 
chara do veto son exteuton 
ou To libre passage du . ‘ 
sous In prisidenco de leur Doped enone 
eb connaltre au Gouvern ¢ Ria va 
colui-ci pronno lex mesures montes & aetan 
Hs rélameront nota see sae 
rawomblement qu 
oUF effot re porter 
S J'ai Is conviet 
intérits interna 
Seig: 


des Paiseances Signa 
dis Fa Signataines du pris 


noes Big wont Traité koront 
ireonstance qui mB 


sescn: 
vocation d'un d'entre eux ct 
einai 
ee quis auront reeona,afla qn0 
ee ction et le libro o du € i 
" remion, tout ot ion : 
ag a a rea 
ne a i an, en 
ee vert atidre xGourité de la navisatt ai 
uo 

te ana = 


‘ello obtiendra lapprote = 


tion de votre 


Veuillez, &e. 
(Signé) WADDINGTON. 


No. 2 


Foreign Office to War Offic 
Bir, oe: 
T AM direoted by tho Marquis of 


Foreign Offee, September 9, 1867 
letter of the 26th ultitno, forwardin een 


sbury to meknowledee the meet 

letter ofthe 28h ulting Memorandum Vy Major-General Batkieie 
3 tiatane at stele yet 
compet, Sainbury dives to roturn his thank oe 
somumareation ofthis able paper Hs Lash fea, ti 
y ms the question of the expedienc " 
a be soon by the inelosed Mensnaes th 
Hari Granville in the Declaration of the 17th M 
mont would tako part with the other ¢ 
International Act, and 


Ir. Secretary Stanhopo for 
ay ott te 
of concluding such a Convention, 
aat a formal engagement was given be 
na te 17th March, 1855, that Her Majer Govern 
| Lam, &e. as 
(Signed) “"" JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


No, 22. 


‘The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. J. G. Kennedy 
286, Confidential.) ci 


| THEE Itaian Cha necas 
aud expressed tho anxiety of M. Oriapi to be informed of the ren oe ° 


; Forrign Office, 8 . 
rgé d'AMfaires has called at this Ofos on fase te os 18S 
negotiations botween this cou f the 
d wen this country and Franc mil of the present stato of the 
i et alan att 
from M, Catalani ; 

y was that tho Tialian Gh chief object of ME Crisp 
a ig ® party to the ai a an cppeetasity ae 
Yonveation on their own bob at the same time a. similar 


Thare caused be infor strict confidence of the preser “ 
~aused M. Catalani to be informed in strict confidence of the it tas 
nt slate 


‘overnment should be 
ment, or of signing 


of the negotiations with the French Government on the subject in a Memorandum, of 
which a copy is inclosed herewith. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 


Inclosure in No. 22, 


Memorandum for M. Catalani. 
(Very Confidential.) 

DHE proposal made by Lord Salisbury to M. Waddington was for a Convention 
respecting the Suet Canal in thetorms deseribed in Articlo IIT of Sir Henry Drummond 
‘Wolff's Convention. 

‘The French Government objected to the last paragraph of the proposal, which is 


“Tt shall also be provided that the Convention shall not interfere with any 
measures which may be necessary for tho defence of Bgypt and the security of the 
Canal.” 

They wished the sentence to run as follows :— 

+ Thest entendi quo les dispositions ci-dessus relatées no xauraiont préjudicier aux 
mosurea prises par Jo Gouvernement Khédivial et par 1a Porte Suzeraine pour la 
Uéfense et la sSourité du territoire Rgyption, en dehore de la zone dapptication. de la 
présente Convention.” 

Tneceswury corollary of this wording, they wished for a definition of the 
ff the Canal” by Inna as wel as by ses. 

‘A correapondence ensucl as to the expedionoy of this wonting, and as to whether, 
in caso the Porte and the Khedive should be unequal to the task of protecting the 

I they should have the right of appealing to any onc Powor for assistance, or 
shoud only appeal for tho assistance of I tho Bowors conjoint 

M. Waddtagton argued that recourse should be had to the method presoribod in 
Article X of the draft ‘Treaty commended by the International Commission at Paris, 

Si lo Khédive ne dispovo pax de moyons suffisants, il devra faire mppol i In 
Sublime Porte, laquelle se concertera avee les autres Puissonoos Signatalres de la 
Déclaration de Londres du 17 Mars, 1885, en vao d'arrdter d'un commun accord lew 
mesures A prondre pour répondre h cot appel.” 

Lot Aalisbnry in his last note expremed some daabt as to the efficacy of this 
course of procedure against an iosueretionary loader, but adiaitid that in that ense 
the danger to the Canal itself would not be of a very forraidable kind, He noted with 
satisfaction that the French Government appeared to agroo with him that in eae any 
She of the Powors partis to the Convention should threston tho Canal, the 
Convention would therchy be annulled, snd all partios would resume thoir freedom of 
action. 

To pointed out that thore were objections to defining the Canal so ns to include 
‘a border of land on either side, as in that caso any Power would be at liberty to. land 
and manreh troops within these limits, or, if this wore forbidden, the Sultan and the 
Khedive would bo equally protibited from doing #0. 

Finally, bo suggest that the plan of dafence propose by MC Waddington might 
bo adoptal for the Canal, provided there wore no attempt at a definition of the Canal 
30 ns to inelude any land not covered by watar. 

Mi. Waddington states that what tho Freach Government think 
important 's that the intornatioual merangements for tho freedom of navigation should 
do vsuificient to provent the ncighhouring territory from being made use of to ilefeat 
the objects of tho Convention. With this object his Excellency proposes the following: 
wording -— : 

Les Représentants en Rgypte des Paissances Signataires du présent ‘Praité seront 
chargis de velller 4 son exéoution en toute ciroonstance qui mengcarait la sGourits ow 
Te litre passage du Canal; ils ve réuniront sur Ia convocation dan Wentre eux ot, sous 
Te présidence de leur doyen, pour procéder aux eonstatations néccssaires. Ils feront 
connaltee ou Gouvernement Khédivial le danger qu’ils auront reconnn afin qui celui-ci 
preane les mesures propros & asvurer Ia protection et le Tibre nige du Canal, Te 


Kéclamerout notammeit la suppression de tout ouvmage ou la dispersion ‘de touts 





rasemblement ; 

effet de porter atteint Vibert o = : 
this proposal is now under ena nein 
Forcign Office, Seploaber ta pant 


ee The Marquis of Sa Mr. Egerton. 
Ro 958. Very Content 
WITH reference 
h regard ta 
Suc Cana} 


As in this noto ML. Wad 
ote ME. Waddington spea 
quite lear whether the French Goren nate at won 
menvention drasrn up by tho Intemational, Commie 
propose an ation to the shorter rc 
Tssume, b 
ne, howover, that the 
nioated to Count d-Aubi : 
ones cunt. W'Anbigny, who isin charge Si Wal 
aheanes, a dea of Conventin, such French Goverment ots 
ili to acct, with the rest in whether fhe th fares 
Tn tho event of an airmative ‘iden 
‘mont will. be ready to consider wh 
Tinolose hare P 


to my despatch No, 490 
py of a further note which Ihave ce 
he project for an Taternat 


T transmit to you 
an ed from the French Ambassador 
al Act to scoure the free navigation of the 


X, it is not 
tare jn iw a ert ie Set 
viet cone aes 


latter is their intention, and T have 


answer, I have stated that 
 whother th eae 
with copy of this draft 


Majesty’x Gov 


Lam, &e, 
(Signed) "SALISBURY. 
SSS = Bes 4 


Inelosure in No, 23. 


Draft Cancention. 


LES Gouvorncmonts de 
aan 1 Jo régim sous lequel a navi 
par le Firman de Sa Majes in 
Altemo le Khidive, ont b 


et ape pr 
esi sn Ne a Ate Cn 
min Pur leurs Fait Cosco do Son 


Lenquels, s'étant cor 
ot duc foes aitant communiqué leurs pleins pour 
convenus des Articles 
Tren icles salvantat 
ii once iapériatc Je Sultan et Son Altesse lo Kb 
en tony Maritime de Sues sera toujours libre et ouvert, en Re 
Peat, RX 8 tout navire de commence on de gucrre tence eer comame 
Yau mami vain do pavilion, moyennant le payement es Ontes oe ee 
I, Les Hautes Purtios Contre 
aw libre passage da. Canal, en tame 
@hosilitd he pouten dts eae 
so thea 
les Reprisentants en Eg 
soon sian ver het 
we ité ou lo libre passage di nal, ils 2 
$0, ob sour la presddenee ac 


irs respeetifs, trouvé en bonne 


des droits et lexéeution 
tes conviennent de ne porter aucune atteinte 
Fre comme en temps de paix, ¢ 


ments. Par conséquent, le Canal mo 


r et aucun droit de guerre ou al ue 


jmalaires du présent Tn 
te circonstance qui menacerait 
Canal, ils se réuniront sur la couvocafan dete: 


eur Doyen, pour procéder aux constatations nice 


Ts feront connaitre au Gouvernement Khédivial le danger qu’ils auront reconny, afin 
Tes tmesures propres ik assurer Ia protection et Io libre usage du 
Canal. Tis pclameront notamment la suppression de tout ouvrage ou la dispersion 
de tout rassemblement qui, sur Yune oa autre rive du Canal, pourrait avoir pour but 
‘ou pour effot de porter atteinte a Is liberté et & Ventidre séount navigation 

TV. Le Gouremement Bgyptien prendra, dans la limite de ses pouvoirs, tels 
quills résultent des Firmans, les mesures nécessaires pour fh 


que c prenni 


ire respecter lexéoution du 


présent Acte. . 
Dans le eas oft le Gouvernement Bgyption ne disposerait pas de moyens suffisants, 


i devra faire appel A Ia Sublime Porte, laguelle so concertera aveo les utr 
Puisanecs Signitaires de la Déelaration de Londres du 17 Mars, 1885, en vue 
‘un commun accord les mesures i prendre pour répondre i cet app. 

Io présent Acto no portera aucune aiteinte aux drutts de Sa Majesté Impiriale 


ct de Son Altesse le Khédive, en dehors des obligations qui en résultent 
le ou Son Altesse seruient dans Ia 


: : i te et le maintien de Vordro 


6 de prendre pour assurer la dé 
public, : 
VI. Les Hnutes Parties Contractantes 
connaissance des autres Etats en les invitant & y acedd 
a a a a a 


No. 24. 


i porter lo présent Act 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Byer 


(No. 861.4. Confidential.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 20, 1887, 


? 
hoe this afternoon, and 


THE Prench Changé d'Affxin 
draft Convention 


said that he had heard from M, Waddington on the subject of th 
n of the Suez Canal, wh & priv 


for the free navigat 
Josed in my deapateh No. 658 of the 


M. @Aubigny, and of which a copy was ine 

instant, 
Hie said that M Waddington sdmitted thnt the draft correctly embodies the 
rent points on which an sccord had beon arrived at in the rooont discussions, but 
that his Pxeellenay could not recommend its accoptance in its present form, and would 
prefer to prepare another draft which would appronch moro nearly to the “rédaction 
chat is to say, to the Project of Convention drawn up by tho International 
Paria. Mf. Waddington hoped to be ablo to coramnunicate his draft to 

‘inning of next month. 

to be feared that an niterapt to go beyond the mmunicated to 
M. Waddington on tho 15th May Inst, by adding fresh provisions to tho dmatt now 
ans draft, may have tho effect of 1- 


‘or by reverting to thy 
munication of M. Waddington's 


ion, but I await the 


‘any further observations 
y Tam, &o, 


(Bigned) "SALISBURY. 


Se ee 
No. 
The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir W, Stuart 
{No. 60. Secret.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 6, 1887, 
I UNDERSTAND that the Netherlands Government continue to take a grent 
igation af the Suex Canal by an 


Interest in the question of xecurin 
International Aot, and are desirous of obtaining information as to what has recently 


cad on the subject between Her Majesty's Government and that of, Fran 
rowith a Mesnorandam Tie account of the diussions Ihave 

the French Ambassador and of tho” pre nogotiation.*  Y 
‘cate. the substance of this paper verbally, and in strict con- 


fare at liberty to communi ty 
s Minister for Foreign Affairs, but you should not give him a 


fidence, to the Netherlan 


copy of it, rank 
(Signel) | SALISBURY. 


© Teelovare it No. 22. 
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No. 26. 
Sir W. Stuart to the Marquis of Satisbury.—(Received October 10) 


(No. 87. Scoret,) 
My Lord, The Hague, October 8, 1887. 

JoGAULED on ML de Karncheck yestorday afternom’ 2 read to him in stric 
Natilence the Memorandum which your Landship inchocd me in your despatch 
No. 60, Secret, of the Oth instant, giving a Driet acne of the present state of the 
af aeranans between Her Majesty's Government and thatat Pree upon the question 
of securing the free navigation of the Suer Canst by an International Act, 

His Excellency begged me to convey his best thavke ye your Lordship for this 
communication 

In the course of the fon which ensued, M. de Karncheck observed that 
One ,Gotnposition of the Tnternational Commision tor securing the freedom of the 

‘anal wns the point in the n which was of special importance to the Nether 
lands; that the Netherlands Govermment tad’ retension to interfere in the internal 
allairs of Feingught, your Lordship would admit that, as being the 

of the Carrie Bultain and France had the greatest stake and intense 
the freedom of the Canal, both commercially in respect of the ainount of her shipping 
hising through that waterway, and politially in reapeot of hor large colonial posses. 
Mons in ‘tho Hast it was not unreasonable thet the heen hould desirw to be 
represented on the Commission, 

From what I had read to him, howover, considered in conned on with the thind 
Article of Sir Honry Drummond’ Wolff's Convention, hie Exeollency feared that it 
might be intonded that the Coma should bo exclusively composed of Rep 
tautitives of the Powers parties to the Treaty of Berlin teeta aso the Represe 
futivo ot the Nothorlands would be excluded from ihe gikow ys ierlands hi 
been huvited, togothor with Spain, to tak in the Conforwnces of Paria in 1885 
wich i tee Canal question, std’ would have been ropreentel upon the Commission 
Which it was then proposed to erate for tho purpose nee fetes 

Mat disclaiming any wish to taiso a ditonlty in the matter, M. de Karnobock 
GiBeRtly requosted mo to reprosent his viewes upon it 4a your Lordship's friendly con. 

Jn the hope that you would bo. sof good as vo provide for the inclusion 
OF tho Notherlands upon the Commission in the some ot rhe further negotiatior 
upon the Canal rucst 

Ho stated also that at tho Paris Con! he bolioved, the Netherlands Repr 
tintative had even beon a member of the Commision to which mony k of drawing up 
the proposed Convent: question had been intrusted, and that 
the Netherlands Government would always, mike point of having an ‘able and 
tiigligent Representative in Bgypt, ax the post was ork at ach great importanoe to 
this country, 

F424 table to inform M. do Karnobeck whether it wns latended or not that the 
Netherlands should. bo represented upon the Commissions but, whilst readily under. 
taking to recommend his request upon the subject te your Lordship, I thought 
Yrell to notice to him that, an fhe na could be Interred pone ae information which 4 
Bad {ist Communicated to hin, #€ dld’ ot appear to be inieeder 
Britain, in spite of ther propondemting interests’ the Canal nena Egypt, should be 
presented upon tho Commission ton greater extent thne any of the other Powers 
whose Reprosontatives would be mombes of it. 

L have, & 


War Office to Foreign Offce—(Receiced October 12.) 

(Secrot,) 
Bir, War Office, October 10, 1897, 

ATH reference to your letter of the Y7th ultimo, forw tite copies of 'a letter 
from ME, Wadilington, dated the Ard. Septoraber, 1867 respecting the Suez Canal, I 
am directed by the Stetotary of Stato for War to. inclose hones Memorandum 
yaa rea te Entelligence Branch, and to request that you will ‘be good enough to 
lay it before the Secretary of State. 





advisers it is 

C e to aid tnt, in the opinion of his military advisers it 

Mr. Stanhope desires me to ail that, p Seay tiene 
i wat_we should reserve to burselves 

od ease tones by oa through Egypt whenever we may require to do 80, 


coreine this at all times and 


and should sign io Convention that precludes us from doing 
under all circumstances. sore 
(Signed) RALPH THOMPSON. 


Inclosure in No. 27, 


rd Salisbury, dated London, 
randumm on tne Despatch from M. Waddington to Lord 
DER nehes gies ae September 8, 1887. 
(Confidential) > Bes 
N General Brackenbury’s Secret. Memorandum 
IN General Brackenbury’s Secret Momorandan 
is could be dono secret 
Power could be accused of having broken the Conver acts 
nea pa hat, in case of wne with Rusty it will be inmportant for us, 
Canal being blocked, to “hare, the. power Sb iemeasas i ope overland, acres, 
pt, but such a movement of troops could not take. plao 
any Convention neutralising tho whole af Bgypt, 


: id June, 1887, it ix apparent that the 
From M, Waddington’s despatch of tho 2nd Sune, 1 ee 


tho 17th May, 18% 
t Franco or Russia, Ul 


Mil'bo tisobod cn be disavowed, so that no 


rT emovements of anally of I 
French Government made no objection to the movement ee 


of @ cortai 
agreed to the definition of a zone wi 


ey ®, an opportunity has now becn given to 
al , however, to this xone, an opp mi 
M. Waddhageon toe Proposing the extenson of the powers of the, Newt 


be Can nnd it would have been to our adv . 
fo" dation of 20 in which alono thw neutralization should be 


Committee to the whole of - i poaneeeenery, SEC 
‘hus, in caso of war between Bngland and Russia, any a 
= ‘troops across Egypt would be no tad ata danger tothe Canal 
al appears therefore preferable to this. 
Tue original French proposal app on prefaesleto ity, 
Captain, Royal Engineers, 


Intelligence Branch, War Office, September 2%, 1887, 


No. 28. 
The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir W. Stuart. 


(No, 62, Confidential.) ar eee 
a vE espatch No. 87, Scoret, of the Sth instant, in which you 

a tana os uw Teal de Karobesk, that thie, Netherinds 
sovestinatl saan ho ropepeed any future Commission for securing the free 


=a 5 ts totes eat you will inform M. de Karncbeck that Her Majesty's 


Ne ent 
il i in mind the wisbes of the Netherlands Governme 
ts Gas mate, bet hae cold fx Eaton Us peasatare totem te Penta 
the present stage of the negotiations, he oe 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No, 29. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Egerton, 
Go) Foreign Office, October 21, 1887. 
* r ince the last mecting of the Commission 
MORE than two years have elapsed since a Commission 
spinted. ty the Declaration of London of March 1880 to prepare a Teaty for 


tuarantecing I times. It. separat 
e of the Suex Canal by all Powers at allt c 
on the 1306 Tune, 1885, apyereatiy in consequence of the change of Government in 


[542] E 
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England, without coming to any conclusion. Since that time the French Ambassador 
peatedly urged upon Het Majesty's Government the importance of resuming 
ussion, with a view to bringing the negotiations to a conclusion. On the 
18th Jannary, 1886, M. Waddington informed me that “the French Government 
had consulted the other Powers as to the resumption of negotiations on the subject 
of the Suez Canal, with the result that these Powers expressed their readiness to 
r in any solution of the questions left in suspense at the time 
of the late Conference in Paris, which might be aceeptable both to Gre 
France.” I deprecated a renewal of the discussion at that moment on account of the 
uncertain condition of political affairs in Englund. Shortly after the change of 
Ministry, M. Waddington urged a resumption of the negotintions upon Loni Rose- 
bery, but was met agnin with the observation that the moment was not favourable, 
though Lord Rosebery expressed the earnest desire of Her Majesty's Government to be 
in harmony with that of Franee on this important question. Considerable i 
took place upon the matter in the time of Lord Iddesleigh, and it has been the subject 
of several communications between M. Waddington and myself. The French Govern- 
ment are now pressing very earnestly upon us that it is of ‘great importance that this 
long negotiation should now, if possible, be brought to a close. We are not ina 
position to dispute this allegation. We bave declared, in the most formal manner 
possible, first in conjunction with the French Government, and afterwards with the 
Groat Powers in the Declaration of London of the 17th March, 1885, that 

e have agreed to recognize the urgent necessity for negotiating with the object of 

ioning by © Conventional Act the establishment of a definitive Regulation 
destined to guarantee at all times and for all Powers the freedom of the Canal.” 
Asn mattor of good faith, therefore, we are under an obligation to sparv no elfort to 
arrive at an agreement upon the terms of a Conventional Act which shall satisf 
theabove Declaration, consistently with the duties and interests to which Her Majesty's 
Government ary bound to have regard. 

It is possiblo that the French Republic may insist upon conditions to which the 
objections in our judgment aro insuperable. But the tone of their communications 
appears to me to, inicae w disposition to meetin» considerable agree the objections 
of detail raised. by the British Delegates at Purix, In viow, therefore, of the policy 
to which Her Majesty's Goverament are pledged by the Declaration of London, it 
appears to me that it is right to examine again whether the differences on questions of 
substance, which made the negotiations of 1885 unfruitful, are such as to make an 
agreamont definitively hopeless. 

L inclose proposals for a Convention, following in their form and ormangement 
the draft which was under discussion in’ 1885, and containing tho stipulations on 
which, in the judgment of Her Majesty's Government, the two Governments may 
properly come. to an agreement. On some of the points which two yenrs ago 
they were unable to concede, they have offered alternative suggestions ‘by which 
the difficulty may be turned ; on. others they have good ground for hoping that the 
Government of the Bepublie will be disposed not to insint. e 

It must bo borne itz mind that the two Governments woro requested by the other 
Yowors represented in the Lolernational Comsnission to entar upon special negotiations, 
‘and to come, if possible, to a. preliminary understanding, in order to facilitate 3 
Buropean agreement. But. no instrument to which thoy sot their signatures can have 
uy practical value until it has received the assent of the Suzerain and of the other 
Powers concerned, 

Tn laying this proposal before M. Flourens, it is my duty to renew the words of 
a reservation made, without opposition on any side, by Sir Julian Pauncefote at the 
close of the sittings of the Commission of 1885. It'was to the following effect 

“Los Délégués de la Grande-Bro en présentant ce texte de ‘Traité comme 
lo régime détinitif destiné A garantir le ‘libre usage du Canal de Suez, pensent 
qu'il est do lour devoir de formuler une réserve générale quant & Vspplication de ces 
dispositions en, tant quelles ne sertient pes compatibles avee Yélat transitolre ot 
exceptionnel od se trouve actucllement I'Baypte, et qu’elles pourraient entraver In 
iberté d'action de leur Gouvernement pendant In période de Voccupation de 'Rgypte 
par les forces de Sa Majesté Britannique.” 

T have, in conclusion, to request that you will give to M. Flourens a copy of this 
depatel, together with the dmuft Convention which it incloses, 

am, 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 
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Inclosure in No. 29. 
Draft of Suez Canal Convention. 


LES Gonvernements de » Youlant consacrer, par un Acte 
Conventionnel, Pétablissemont d'un régime définitif destiné & garantir, en tous tomps 
ot A toutes les Puissances, le libre usage dtu Canal Maritime de Suez, et wamplétor ainsi 
Je régime sous lequel la navigation par ce Canal a été placée par lo Firman de Sa 
Majesté Impériale le Sultan, en date du 22 Février, 1866 (2 Zitkadé, 1282), 
sanctionnant les concessions de Son Altesse Io Khédive, ont nommé pour leurs Pléni- 
potentiaires, savoir 

Lesquels, s’étant communiqué leurs pleins-pouvoirs respectifs, trouyés en bonne 
et due forme, sont convenus ides Articles suivants = 


ARTICLE 1. 


Le Canal Maritime de Suez sera toujours libre ot ouvert, eu temps de guerre 
comme en temps de paix, & tout navire de eommeres ou de guerr, sans distineton de 
pavillon. 

En conséquenco, les Minutes Parties Contractantes conviennent de no porter 
aucune atteinto au fibre usage du Canal, en temps de guerre comme on temps 
de paix. 

Lo Canal ne sera jamais assujetti d Voxeroien du droit do hloous. 


ARTICLE TT. 


Les Hautes Parties Contmactantes, reconnaisant quo lo Canal d’Fau-Douce est 
indispensable au Canal Maritime, pronnent ncte des ongagements de Son Altesso le 
Khédivo envers In Compagnie Universelle du Canal deSuex en ee qui concerne le Canal 
a'Eau-Dovce, 

Biles #engagent A no porter aucune atteinte i In sécurité do co Canal ot do sos 
Aérivations, dont le fonctionnement ne pourm étre objet d’anouno tontative 
Wobstruction. 


ARTICLE IT. 


Les Hautes Partios Contractantes songagent do méme? a roxpector le matériel, 
ies établisements, constructions, ef trevaux du Canal Maritime ot du Cen! d'Ban- 
nice. 
ARTIOLE IV. 


Le Canal Maritimo restant ouvert en temps de guerre comme passage Libre, mémo 
aux navires de guerre dos belligérants aux tormes do l'Artiols T du préwent ‘Traits, los 
Hautes Parties Contrictantos conviennent quancun droit do guerre, auoun note 
@hostilité ov aucun acts ayant pour but d'entraver Ia libre navigation du Canal ne 
pourra étro exereé dans to Canal ot sos ports dacets, ainsi que dans un yon do troix 
milles marins de ces ports, alors méme que la Porte sorait lune des Puiseances 


ae 

[es bittiments de guerre des belligérants ne pourront, dans lo Canal et ses ports 
A'acots, se ravitailler ou s'approvisionner quo dans la limite strictement nécessnive 
Le transit des dits bitiments par le Canal s‘effectuera dans le plus bret délai d'aprds 
les réglements en vigueur ot sans autre arnbt que celui qui résultorait dos nécossités du 
service. Leur séjour & Port-Said et dans Ia made de Snes ne pourra dépasser vingt- 
quatre heures, suf le cas do relliche forsée. En pareil cas ils seront teaus de partir 
Te plus tt possible. Un intervalle de vingt-quatre heures devra toujours «'écouler 
entre Is sortie d’un port d’aco’s d’un navire belligérant et le départ d'un navire 
appartenant & la Puissance ennemic. 


ARTICLE V. 


En temps de guerre les Puissances belligérantes ne débarqueront et ne prondront 
dans le Canal et ses ports @accts ni troupes, ui munitions, nii matériel de guerre. Mais 
dans le cas d'un emplchement accidentel dans le Canal, on pourra embarquor ow 
Adarquer, dans les ports Waccds des troupes fmetionnées par groupe n'exeddant 
pas 1,000 hommes, avec le matériel de guerre correspondant. 





ARTICLE VI. 


Les prises seront soumises, sous tous les rapports, au méme régime que les navires 
de guerre des belligérants. 
ARTICLE VII. 


‘Les Puissances ne maintiendront dans les eaux du Canal (y compris le Lae Timsah 
t les Tacs Amers) aucun biitiment de guerre. 
Toutefois dans les ports dace’s de Port Said et de Sues, elles pourront faire 
tionner des hitiments de guerre, dont le nombre ne devra pas exeéder deux pour 
chaque Puissance. 
(Ge droit ne pourra tre exereé par les belligérunts. 


ARTIOLE VIII. 


‘Lee Ropnisentants en Egypte des Puissances Signataires du prévent Traité seront 
chargée do Poller & soa oxGoution. “Bn toule circoustance qui vecnaceesit la sGoarits 
ou le libre passage du Canal, ils se réuniront sar ln convocation de trois d'entre eux 
et rou a prdidence de leur doyen, pour procéler aux coniaations nécoairs. is 
foront eonnaltre au Gouvernement Khédivial le danger qu’ils auront recounn afin que 
celui prenne les meeurs propre b anuror Is protection etl io usage du Canal 

En tout état de cause Us se réuniront une fois par an pour constater la bonne 
exéeution du Traité, 

Ts réclameront notamment la suppression de tout ouvrage ou la disporsion de tout 
rmusemblement qui, ur Tung ou auth tive du Canal, pourrait avoir pour but ou pour 
ffot do portor attelnte & la Liberté et & Yentidre séeurité de Ia navigat 


ARTICLE IX. 


Le Gouvernement Rgyption prendrs, dans In limite do ses pouvoirs, tels qu’ils 
résultent des Firmans, et dans les conditions prévues par le présent Traité, les mesures 
nécessaires pour fairo respecter Vexécution du dit Traité. 


‘Dans lo cas od le Gouvernement Rgyption no disposerait pas de moyens sufficants, 
{i devra faire appol A In Sublime Porte, laquelle se concerteta avec les autres Puissances 
Bignataires de Ia Déclaration de Londres du 17 Mars, 1885, en vue darréter dun 
miu accord es mesures pron pour ripondee A cet ap 


Les prescriptions des Articles TV, V, VII, ct VIII no feront pas obstacle aux 
mesures qui scront prises en vertu du présont Article. 


ARTICLE X. 


De méme, les prescriptions des Articles IV, V, VIL, et VItI ne feront pas obstacle 
Bux mosures que Sa Majesté le Sultan ct Son ‘Altoste le Khédive, au nom de So 
‘Majesté Impériale ct dans les limites des Firmans coneGdés, seraiont dans In nécessité 
de prendre pour assurer, par lettre propres forces, la défense de I'Rgypte ot le maintien 


‘ordre public, 

Dans le cas od Sa Majesté Imipériale lo Sultan ou Gon Altease to Khédive so 
trouvernit dans Ia nécossité de se prévaloir des exceptions prévues par le présent 
Article, les Puissances Siguataires do la Déelaration de Londres en sernient avisées. 


ARTICLE XI. 


‘Los mestires qui seront prises dans les cas prévus par les Articles IX ot X du 
présent Traite ne devront pas faire obstacle sa libre usage du Canal. ¥ 

Dans ces mémes cas érection de fortifications permanentes élevées contrairement 
aux dispositions de I'Article VIII demeure interdite. 


ARTICLE XU. 


Les Hautes Parties Contmictantes conviennent, par application du 
aégalité en co qui concerne le libre usage du Canal, principe qut forme l'une des bases 
dw t Traité, qu’aucune d'lles ne recherchera, par rapport au Canal, d’avantages 
territoriaux ou commercinux ni de priviléges dans les arrangements internationaux 

ti pourront interveuir. Sout dallours neervés les droits de In Turquie comme 
aissance territoriale. 
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ARTICLE XII. 


 _, Bh dehors des obligations prévues expressément par les clauses du présent Traité, 

il n'est porté sucune atteinte aux droits souyerains de Sa Majesté Tmpérialo le Sultan, 

et aux droits et immunités de Son’ Altesse le Khédive, tels quiils rsultent des 
8. 


ARTICLE XIV. 


Les Hautes Parties Contractantes conviennent que lee engagements résultant: du 
priésent Traité ne seront pas limités par la durée des Actes de Concession de In Com 
Pagnie Universelle da Canal de Suez, 


ARTICLE XV. 
‘Ics stipulations du prisont Traité ne feront pas obstacle aux mesures sanitaines 


en vigueur en 
ARTICLE XVI. 


Les Hautes Partios Contmetantes stengagent A portor Ie présent Traits & la 
connaissance des Btats qui ne lont pas signé, en les invitant A y nowéder. 

En foi de quoi los Plénipotontinires respootifs ont signé le prrésent ‘Traits, at y ont 
appost Jo bent de Tour armen. ‘ 

Fait 


No. 90. 
The Marquis of Salishury to Mr. Egerton, 


r 5 Foreign Office, October 31, 1887. 

IN a despatch of this day's dato I have forwarded to you the dratt of a 
Convention, founded on that which was discussed at tho International Commission of 
Paris in 1885, and so modifiod ax to moot the views of Hor Majesty's Government. 
Tt may be conveniont that T should point out what these modifications are. 

‘Tho International Commission had its origin in tho provisions of the Srd Article 
of the Declaration of London in March 1885, which laid down the. principle that the 
free usage of tho Canal was to bo guaranteed to all. Powers at all times, and directed 
the assemblage of « Commission to dmw up a Convention for this purposo, based upon 
Lord Granvile’s Ciroular of Janutey 1882. ‘The Commision wat frora tho 30th March, = 
to the Lith Juno, 1885, and was adjourned without coming to any full agreemont, 
though the differences which had originally separated the Powors were reduced within 
narrow limite before tho close of their Inbours. ‘The Commission had been persuaded 
by fhe arguments of tho British Comminionor, Sir Julian Pauncetoto and Bit R. 

‘ilson, very conxidembly to modify the original proposals of the French Govern 
‘ment ; ‘but ‘thore still remained somo proposals, insisted upon hy the great majority of 
the Commission, to which the British Delegates were unable to accede. It is with 
these that we have now to deal. 

‘The provision in the French plan, to which the strongest objection was taken on 
our side, was the establishment of Council consisting of special Delegatos uameal by 
the Powers, sitting together with the captains of their ships on the station, who were 
to be charged with a general control over the Canal, and tho surveillance of the 
execution of the Treaty. The majority of the Commission altered the composition of 
the Council, and reduced its powers. Even, however, in its less developed form, 
Her Majesty's Government were unable to nccapt it; and to that objection they still 
adhere. It does not appear to them that any exceptional machinery is required to 
secure the observance of this Treaty. It is the ordinary function of tho Oousular 
Representatives in Egypt to wateh over the execution of any Treaty in which their 
Governments have a common interest; and they do this in concert, meeting under 
their Doyen, as occasion may demand, and ‘such representations to. the 
Khedive's Government as may be required. It i not necessary for the security of the 
Prsent Treaty to employ special Agentt oF to invest them with mom ¢xtensive 

wwers. If Gorerament attach importance to the meeting ofthe Consuls 

for this ‘once a-year, Her Majesty's Goverument will not contest an arrange. 
meut rae though unnecessary, is harmless. Of course, the well-known rile 





remains in vigour, that no collective Resolution of Diplomatic Representatives has any 
validity unless it is unanimous. 

A second point upon which eunsiderablo controversy has arisen is the extent 
to which the Contracting Powers for the purpose of securing the neutrality of the 
Canal, should renounce their natural liberty in respect to acts of war, or preparations 
for war. ‘The project of ‘Treaty presented at the last sitting of the Commission by 
Great Britain prohibited the “stationing " of any ships of war in the Canal or its 
ports by a belligerent, or the stationing of more than two by any Power in time of 

._ But it was contended, not only on the part of the French Government, but of 

large majority of the Commission, that all acts of war, and all acts directed 
immediately to the preparation of an operation of war, should be forbidden not nly 
in the Canal, but in the ports of access, in the approaches to it, and in the territori 
waters of Heypt: and the Vth Artiole of the project of Treaty profocolled at, the 
closing session as representing the views of the majority of the Powers runs in those 
terms, As the result of discussions which have taken place subsoqueatly, I believe 
the Government of France are willing to admit material modifications of this Article, 
‘To Her Majesty’s Government any reference to the “approaches of the Canal (which 
would include the Red Sea), or to the territorial waters of Egypt, independent of the 
Cann}, appears toe open to grave objections. It is not necessary forthe meu 
tion of the Canal that these waters should be in any way affected by the provisions 
of the Treaty. Her Majesty's Government must also adhero to the objection expressed 
by my predecessor to the inclusion among the list of acts prohibited in the “ports of 
‘cess of “acts having for their object the direct preparation of an operation of war,” 
even in time of peace." Such a provision might operate as a material hindrance to the 
preparations required for the defence of 

Similar considerations affected the Oth Article of the Project sanctioned by the 

jority of the Powers in 1886, to which strong objection was taken by the British 
legates. It consisted of a prohibition of the embarkation or debarkation of troops, 
munitions, or material of war, either in the Canal oF its ports of access, in time of war 
or in timo of pence. ‘This Article appears to Her Mnjesty’s Government now, as 
i did to the Beith Delegates, to be far to wide in its application. The, prokbition 
should be confined, in the first place, to times of war and to actual belligerents. 
‘Tho British Delegates further contended that it should only apply to the Canal, 
and not to the “ports of coo,” ‘To this contention it’ is replied that if the 
landing of armies for hostile purposes wns going on at the mouth of the Canal, efforts 
would certainly bo made by the other belligerent to prevent the debarkation, and the 
wrohibition of hostilitios in. the Canal would become illusory. The difficulty felt. 
for Majesty's Government in awsenting to the inclusion of the ports of access in t 
rohibitlon irises not from any desire to sce them used for t purposes, but 
ccauso it might in time of war bo a serious impediment to the transit across the 
isthmus of roliafs for India, if the Canal happened to be temporal, Mocked: 
Tn tho draft which Ehave forwanded to you, words have been, propose which would 
have the effect of guarding against this ineonvenionce. 

‘The third important point of controversy was the extent to which the territorial 
Rulers, the Sultan pnd the Khodive, should be left unfettered to take such measures 
as they might think fit for defending the Canal from attack. No special powers of 
any kind being vested in the Consuls, the entire responsibility of defending the Canal 
was thrown, and, in our judgment, very properly thrown, upon the Sultan and the 
Khedive, acting within thd Pirmans.” ‘The Taternational Commission proposed worts 
which would matrict them in the performance of this task to the use of their own 
forces, with a right of appealing to the Six Powers for further aid if their own forces 
should prove inadequate, ‘The British Delegates demurred to these words, as unduly 
limiting the freedom of the territorial Sovereign. They were bound to urge this 
objection, which from the Turkish point of view appears unanswerable, Its forco, 
however, was seriously impaired by the subsequent action of the Ottoman Repro- 
sentative on the Commision, who carmesty presed that the words should be alopted. 
Unde, theo efoumsiances, Her er Jorernment do not feel bound to insist 
upon their incompatibility wi ts of the territorial Soversign. 

It is evident that against mere local disturbances the forces at the disposal of 
the Sultan and the Khodive are always likely to be sufficient. The real question of 
difficulty would arise if the Canal were attacked by one of the Powers who will be 
Signatorios of the contemplated Treaty. In such a case, no doubt, the territorial 
860 Youll ned ali and the neutrality of the Canal would be exposed to anuch 
danger if he could uot have them. But, on the whole, it appears to be the sounder 


3 


‘Treaty, being broken by one of its Signatories, would 
it i consequent, wet ae Minder, fhe terior 
i iting himself of the assistance of ‘ould obtain. 

Sorersign from oral (hoy language in the Tweaty wiuch sould have the lft of 
fing the Sultan to suspend its prohibitions in favour of one selected ally might 
Ihave effects which would ‘not be welcome to this country. ‘The armies of one chosen 
Power sight pour in across the banks and through the ports ofthe Canal, while every 
other Power would be forbidden to land soldier, "Great, Britain could have 
no absolute security that the selection would be in all eases auch ae she would 
hhemelf approve. In the accompanying draft, therefore, no alteration is made for the 

pe of falta the stow of any special immunity from the restr 
‘coms right that in tho employmen resouroes in the defence of 

i tof their own in 

the Casal arth bry a¢ fe oad tbe given to the territorial Rulers, ‘Tho 


Artic! ik lit ition or fortification of any point 
le, therefore whi risa bear sf ont The words which ave cen 


Sided at the end of the VILIth Article will be sufficient to, prevont sny measures 
which interfere with the freedom or security of the Canal. © 7 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. $l. 
‘The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Egerton. 


Foreign wfie, October 21,1887, 
wit to my despatch No. 600 of this day's date, inclosing the 
anit o Convention fem freedom of the Suex Canal, I have to request 
thst, in giving it to M. Flourens, you will call his attention to the word “troupes 
in Article 
‘Some 


v. 1 
it might bo interpreted so as to deprive 
persons have suggested that it might be os 10 dy 
unarmed invalid soldiers of access to the military hospitals of Suex and Port 
ued invalid soln ieee hat tn the judginent of Her Majesty's Govern 
ment the Article is capable of bearing no such interpretation. 


Tam, &e, 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 82, 
Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salishury—(Reeeived October 24.) 


Sood Paris, Octobe 38, 1881. 
Answer p's No, 604 of the 2st instant, { have the honour 
infor you that ME Plourens told mo yesterday that he shares the opinion of Hor 
Majesty's Government, that the word “troupes” does not apply to unarmed and 
invalid soldiers at Snex and Port Said. oe 


Gigued) ' EDWIN H. EGERTON. 
No. 33. 
The Marquis of Sallbury to Mr. Egerton. 
Pore October 24, 1887. 
iE let me know directly, by telogaphs wine Resear for Foreign 
has signed note. 








oy 


No. 34, 
Mr. Eyerton to the 
No. 20.) 
Telegrphic. 
oun telegram No. 30. 
M, Flourens has given me amended note to-d 
His Excellency wishes to know at once whe 


Governments simultaneously should inform Pow 


standing, or whether the communication should 
to former course. 


Se ee 


No. 36, 


Marquis of Salisbury—(Received October 24, 5/50 v.xe.) 


Paris, October 24, 1887, 4°35 vat, 


in return for the two despatches. 
ther your Lordship considers both 
wers respecting Sucz Canal under 
be made independently ; he inclines 


Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury—(Reerived October 25, 

(No. 414) i i ra ; 
My Lord, Paris, October 24, 1887, 
ddr Cand ;hououe to acknowledge the receipt of your ‘Lordship's ‘despatch 

No. 600, Confidential, of the 21st instant, inclosing the draft of a Convention which 
canisins the stipulations on which, in the opinion of Hler Majesty's Government they 
fhe (eae (o,am agreement with the Government of tho French Republic respecting 


the free navigation of the Suex Canal; and I have to report that I thie day, i 
ice with instructions, gavo to M. Flourons a copy of ‘this despatch and ot’ the 
raft Convention which accompanied it, 
T have, &o. 


(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON, 
Se See 


No. 36. 


Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salishury—(Received. October 25,) 
(No. 415,) 
My Lord, Paris, October 24, 1887, 
AIL rofirence to my preceding despatch, I should state that M. Plourens, 
Whilo expreming gmntification nt the tormination of the Suez Canal ne 


-gotintions 
patricen the two Governments, anid that he would be glad to know whether your 


Lorlahip held to any particular form of communication of tho recult to the Powers, 
Tie thought primd facie the best way would be for the two Governments 
simultaneously to make communication of the draft Convention to the Powers ne 
showing that they were in unison on the mattor, at he would make tke 
communication at once and spamtely should you think it equally answered the 


Purpose 
I havo, &o. 
(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


No. 37. 


Mr. Bigerton to the Marquis of Salishury—{Received October 25} 
(No. 416.) 


My Loni, Paris, October 24, 1887. 

WITIL reference to the draft Convention respecting the Suez Canal, of which I 
govt copy to-day to M. Flourens, his Excellency remarked that the text of Article VILT 
of the copy of the draft Convention which I gave him did not in one respect corms. 
spond with the toxt he hnd of that Article. 

In the draft Convention which he accepted from me the toxt rans, “Ils se 
Suniront sur la convocation de leur Doyen 3" whilst in hig text the passage runs, “Te 
se réuniront sur la convocation de l'un d’eux et sous la présidence de leur Doyen: 

He docs not attach any importance to this, and he thinks it very likely that the 
reading of the draft Convention received from me is the text which was cobourred ia, 
dy the French Representatives in London, and would be willing to let it stand, bat 





it probably may have beon an oversight, im 


inted i as he thought 
he pointed it out to me, a 
hich ease it might be well to correct it. Ss. ; 
‘Sat EDWIN H. EGERTO! 


‘The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Egerton 

Proceed Foreign Office, October 26, 1887, 3:30 Pam. 

oti im iss is ving been adopted, 

To teat Convention jopared ty the Commission at Pars having ben ndontel 

sat dealt feations in the disputed Articles, we thin ths proper coms Be 
ewe an it ss amended in the recent negotiations. 


sion to a: SS 
paar es 


No. 99. 
‘The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Egerton. 


Sa Forvign Ofc Oeater 3 5 et. 

= 1 cd. your telegram No, 20 of tho 24th instant, stating, that 

SE tonsias rimet 9 Keo wean Her Aaja’ Goverment coir atthe 
Stish and Governments should simultancovsy inform the other Powers of 

Britis and anding. at which they. tad. arrived. with Tegan tt 

ti aber te communication shonid bo male Tadepenenty oa 

wetT havo tonday informed you, by telograph, that a» the draft Convention 

‘ + teal ‘Commission at Paris in 1555 has boon ad i a et ee 

a eather in he digputed Articles, Her Majesty's Governme ar apn that 

The oper course to Pars wil be for the Brench Government to invite the thor 

Forde repented ok that Commission to agree to it as amend 

Powers represented on 


negotiations. 


cention prepared 
hjoet to certain 


mn, Ke. 
(Bigned) SALISBURY, 


eee 


No. 40. 

tober 26. 

Sir W. Stuart to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 26.) 

(No. 92. Confidential.) 


My Lond, 
TIN neconlanes 


rm 5, 1887. 
‘The Hague, October 5, 1887. | 
with the instructions contained in your Lordship's despatets Not 
ie 20th instant, informed M. do, Karnches vintelay hat Tor 
Oe Mould not fall to bear in mind the wish of the Neeru 
tes ae sal, but that it would, i their opinion, be prensntury r 
> present stage of the negotiations se 
Pe aE ain, Me Kc core 
iio know how far a statement which ad appeared inthe nowspapers to th 
aursiety to know how eat ad. now boon. netually conoludd igtweon Hier Anisty's 
Cifect tha a ay that of France upon the Suge Canal question, was well found; a 
Government ani Momniunieate 10 hit as soon as possible nny inte 
he begged me to communi 


might receive from your Lordship upon the subject 


showed some 


have, &o, E 
(ignet) ave OW, STUART. 
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No. 41 


Mr Egerton tothe Marquis of Salistury.—(Received October 27;) 
(No. 421.) 
My Loni, Paris, October 26, 1887. 

ON receipt of your Loniship's telegram No. 22 yesterday uflecnen ¢ informed 
ME. Flourens that it was the opinion of your Lordship that the French Government 
qhould invite the Powers represented inthe Commision of Pear ae agree to the 
Convention us amended in {ihe Focont negotintions 

His Ex when T save him to-day said that he would act as suggested 
Her Majests’s Government, hut at the samo time he would. te iad if Her Majesty’ 
Government informed the mts also that they concurred in the draft Agree 
ment communicated by the Fronch Government. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


No. 42. 
Memorandiom communicated to the Marguis of Salisbury by Count i! Aubigny, October 2 


(a) 

LORD SALISBURY a fait savoir A M, Plourons qu'aux yeux du Gouvernement 
de S4 Majonté In Rein it conviondmit que arrangement vighoee ie ties navigation 
du Canal de Sux tit communiqué par lo Gouvernement rangais aux Puiswances 
roprésentées A lt Commission do Baris 

M, Plourens est prot ise rallior A 1a manidew de votr de Lord Salisbury, mais on 
faisant les démarches nécessaires aupris de cen Pulssanees it compte déclaror que cette 
{aitiative du Gouvernement Frangais a été prise h la sugmestinn ae Gouvernement de 
Sa Majesté In Reino et pleinemont avec Ini, U1 entond, en ont, que lee 
Panontnnts de Sa Mjesté la Reine appuicront, conjointeone’ ea coux de Ia 
France, lot propositions communes, wlatives au Canal de. Boos qui viennent ates 

i 


AF; Flourent ne manquera pas, d'illeurs, do soumettre préatablomont sin Cabinet 
do Tondres Is communication qu'il so do faire aux Puissancos, 
Ul ponso aussi que lo Gouve Sa Majesté In Reine est davis quo la 
Repagno ot nux PaysBas dans la méme 
formo qu'nux. autres Puisaneos ropriscntées A th Conférence de Paris, et quo oes doux 
Puissances soient appelées i signer lo Traité Détinitit, 
Albert Gute House, le 27 Octobre, 1887. 


a 


No, Ai. 


Memorandum communicated to the Marquis of Salishury by Count W’Aubigny, October 7. 
(B) 

ARTICLE 8 du Projet relatif au Canal de Suce porte que les Représentants 

Pulssances en Bgypto se rénnitont “sur In convocation die late Doyen.”" 

Tl y @ Ja uno orrour matériolle do copiate Flourens a signaléc & 
Mr. Hgerton. Le texte en conformité avec Int rdlaction ou Projet de Lord Salisbury 
i228 Septembre dernier ext le suivant: “aur In convoration dee deena eux ob nous 
In prssidence de leur Doyen,” 

Plourons prle Lord Salisbury de youloir bien donner 

tion de ritablir ainsi Io toxte do l’Article &. 

Albert Gute House, le 27 Ostobre, 1887. 


’ Mr, Bgerton Vautorisa- 


No. 44, 
‘The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Egerton. 
Wo. 34) - 
(eign phic.) Foreign Office, October 28, 1887, 8-15 v. 
OUR despatch No. 416, 
T have expressed to Pronch Changs d'Aftaires my Willingness to provide in 


A Vv Suez Canal Convention tha ting may be convenod by 
I of Canal Conventior ‘a meeting may be convene" 
ticle of the Sucz Cai 


three Consuls. 
grounds, 


Consul it might be exereised on insufficient 


The Marquis of Sulishury to Mr. Bgeeton. 


: ; 2 87, 
eae Farin Off, October 28, 1881. 
a Ni i it, you state that M. Flourens hn 
: of the 24th instant, you's sind 

lee aes a ecateg in the text of Article VILL of the Sues Canal 
{att Gonvention which pou had given to him, and that which Ms Bacellency had in 
arenes cee ne that whilst in the copy he accepted See ees t bo te sae 
ee me la convocation de Tour Tee ey aoa Sea Boece Boye? 
eT ee faforned the French, bars Affaires that ter Maj Govern 

sitting that Ati dod as to provide that a meet 

inl] be 0 wort i aay be 
= rebel ine ious is the power to call a meeting were places 
See atiacy Crewe Cee Sreuld bo mo! weurity int Jt migh! not bo exereeed on 
nds of } 

insufficient grounds, ae 
kr (igned)  SATASBURY. 


No. 46. 


‘The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir W. Stwart. 


“Sgiag oncom Ofte Otober 2, 1887 
3 dc Mee sd irene ae 
a tei ge eta te eto Cnr eared nn 
Sen wit secs manatee eopusalees of the negotiations which have rosulted in 
ae ere beeen se 
es ‘presented on the Paris Commission of 1885 will be necessory 


to the proposed Convention. 


. &e, 
(Bienes) she SALISBURY. 


a. 
Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Selishury.—(Receioed October 30, 4:40 va.) 
So, 281. Confidential.) j See sass 
eee Cairo, October 20, 
ie i ition of the Suez Canal business 
PRE TL oy prong rere 


wunieate t0 Egyptian x h : 
eer Saabs la complaining of ts mastic baltig setfied without Bqgrptine 
to me, but T bea 


werament knowing anything about it. 9 
oor omer bas ori fiSed sereal telegrams on subject. 





No. 48. 


Sir B. Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury.—‘Received October 31.) 
(No, 401.) 
My Lord, Berlin, October 29, 1887. 
WHEN I saw Count Bismarck yesterday ho had before hin 
Canal Convention, signed at Paris by M. Flourens and Mr. 
instant, which had been given to Baron Plessen at the 
Count Bismarck asked me how the document was 
cognizance of the German Government, and I rej 
on the Suez Canal had been convened by France, I supposed that the French Govern, 
mont would submit the Convention to the Powers conowrned. 
I think Count Bismarck onl 


ly called my attention to the subject, in order th: 
Geiauld understand that the document was not at present belore’ the Imporis 
Government officially, and that a further communication 


in form was expected before 
any official acceptance of it would be given. z 


T have, &e, 
(Signed) DWARD B. MALET. 


= 
No. 49, 


Sir E, Malet to the Marquis of Salishury.—(Received October 3).) 

(No. 406. Confidential.) 

My Lond, Berlin, October 20, 1887. 
COUNT BISMARCK told mo yesterday that M. Herbotte, the Fronch Ambassador 

At this Court, had spoken to him about the Suex Canal Convention, hind expressed some 

doubt as to whether Russia would agroe to it, and had inquired of Count Bismarck 

whether he could. give him any information’ ax to the ituatony of tee maeek 

nubjeot, 


Count Bismarck said that he had answered M. THe 
added that he should have thought that the 
better nequainted with the 
ment could bo, 


hette in the negative, and had 
Fronch Government ought to be much 
fows of the Russian Government than the German Govern. 


Lhave, &e, 
(Signed) EDWARD B. MALBT. 
ee 


No. 50, 
The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Baring, 
) Foreign Office, October 31, 1887, 1010 as 
YOUR telogram No, 281. 
England and France wero requested by the 
1886 to settle the points nt issue between them, and to bring back to the 


their assent, the draft Convention so settled. ‘This is now be 
in due time, like the other members of the Commission, recoive n 


Powers who met at Paris in Apeit 


owers, for 
ig done, Eeypt will 
ommunieation, 


ae Lirquie of Solinbury to Sir By Motet 
(Na. 105, 


(Tolegenphie.) Foreign Office, October 3 aM 
NO Convention has heen signed, but a duift hix been necopted subject to 
concurrence of other Powers represented on the Paris Commission. 
The draft will be communicated to those 


I Powers by France, inviting theie 
agcoptanee of it. 





8 copy of the Sues 
Egerton on the 24th 
Foreign Office in London. 
to be brought officially to the 
plied that, as the original Conference 
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No. 52. 
‘The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Malet 
paces jer 81, 1887. 
eer reign Ofice, October $1, 1887. 
a ch No, 401 of the 29th instant, in which you sta 
L HAVE recived your despatch 2 


Sonvention was to be brought 
that Count Bismarck had inquired how the Suex Canal Conven 


have to state, in reply, that no Convention has y: unicast he teat 


¢ Comission at Paris in 
concurrence of the other Powers who were represented on the Commission 


cage f will bo communicated to those Powers by the French 
"The draft in question wil 


su vite their acceptance of it. 
Government, who will, at the sume time, invite their secep 


am, &o, 
(Gignoi) SALISBURY. 


Bt nih omen ne 
No, 53. 


Bir W. Stuart tothe Marquis of Salisbury —(Received November 1.) 
{ry tors he Hyun, October 90,1637 
MT CEBEEK expromod his satisfnction to me yesterday upon being 
7M DR KARNEBEEK topovetmots of your Lonibip's. dexpatah No. of the 
ma stl ea ee 
Sat tant Pacis Commission of 1585 would be neoowary to give effect to, the 
proposed Convention upon the Bucs Canal question, | at 
Ra ee ical, moreover, Hat He. Was Nery el tnt Gratin, nd 
Pe a oe ata sources of trouble, or, ax he tcemed i, two dark spots bad 
Bee Nace removed from the political Norizon eal 
(Bigned) | W. STUART. 
No. bk 
Co fo the Marquis of Salisbury 
French Representatives-—(Commamicated £0 th 
Draft of Civcalar to Preis ra Aubigny, Nowrmber 1881.) 


Riunie en 1885 pour néglementer le libro wage 


Soe ernationale bac Ye bro 
LA. Contin, Interationale wunie en 15S! pour rt nes 
a Cast de Se ant ane sans, evi cream aga ous sg & 
Set In appartooalt Di spent de Segue intentions ey te 
Gonrernemente en rue de rll, Ms demi diulis  iat 
cultés ne portaient d'ailleurs q mt Neariaa dae 
suvpons. Con dite de de les faire disparate cn sinspirant {aement 
<M amt fates et a ome 
Pr a ents pressentis par nous ont lainsé ontend aoe th 
Les Gomer eilution. guile roganient. tous comme teds nécesaire incombalt 
PRPART ne vance et quils ne. refusernicnt xraisanblablenen ? 
wana ion mux clauses qui suraient para acceptables os i ae 
MDNows_ trons mae, ngs depuis site see Petre Mitcint.  Lientente’ sest 
noms Nevataoces ont retards, mais qui vient q'tro atteint Uentente * cet 
dieses cinciees pointe entre 1e Gouvernement de la Reine eons, noes soe 
Giailio sur tous Jo Petire aux Paissances représentées a 1a Commis 
fen mesure de ae 
on ane cette entent ee aic ate 
eve qu est Lo reli ds Syoine en hous saggéeant de prone esto initiative,» de 
can afta sou complet aceard fee noas ct dest en son nom comme, a8 attr 
aon teas trleme |e Gouramement . . .. do vouloir bion, Gtudier le projet cijoint ot 
jue nous prions le Gouvernems - do vonloi Ue ee dpa 
Py donner son approbation, si, comme - 
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aux principes qui ont présidé aux travaux de In Commission de Ps 
éaliser Vobjet de ses travaux, i savoir, Ia libre navigation en tout 
Buez. 


Paragraphe Spécial pour la Sublime Porte proposd a Vagréinent de Lord Salisbury. 


Nous attachons un prix tout particulier A obteni 
Jes deux Puissances se sont appliquées 3 res 
ppouséo que In sureraineté de Si Majesté Imp 
1Burope. 


eee 


No. 55, 


‘M. Catalani to the Marquis of Balishury.—{Receiced November 3.) 


19, Groswenor Square, November 8, 1887. 
his Excellency Chevalier Cri 
best thanks of the Italian Government for the draft Convention and the cortes 
despatch to Mr. Bgerton, relating to the Sues Canal, which your Lordship was 
{uough to send mo on tho 16th instant, for communication to the Italia Govero- 
ment 

‘The same draft Convention, as I und 


lerstood, was to be sent the sume day to 
Paris to be to the French Government. 

Chevalier Crispi requests mo also to add that the draft Convention appears to the 
Ttalinn Government to bo an the whole more favourable to the interest of Eh 
and Ttaly than the former dmft. However, the Italian Government reserve to thane 
sere 1 aequant your Laniship my remarks which they may think expedient, 
‘ws soon as the draft Convention bo officially submitted to thoir consideration’ and if 
their approval. 
T have, &o. 


(Signed) ‘T. CATALAN. 


os 


No. 56. 


The Marquis of Salisiwry to Mr. Egerton 

(No. 630.) z # 

ir, Foreign Office, November 3, 1887. 
MITH reference to my despatch No. 619 of the Z8th ultimo, I teausmit to you 

herewith the amended toxt of Article VIII of the Suez Canal draft Convention ox 

greed to by Her Majesty's Government. 


Tom, &e. 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 


Inelosure in No. 56. 
Amended Poet of Article VIII of the Suez © 


LES Représentants on Ryypte des Puissances Signataires du prisent Traité 
seanatig TSG do veillor A som extention. En toute oirconstance qui’ menacemit ti 
Souris (ow te libre passage. du Canal, iis so réuniront sur la convocation de tees 
entee eux ot sous la prisidence de leur Doyen, pour procéder sux monet tates 
ndcessaires. Ts foront connattre au Gouvernement Khédivial Ie danger qu'lls auront 
rear Ae, due celui-ci pret les mesures propres } assurer ia: protection ef lo Ubes 
‘usage du Onna, 

En tout état de cause ils se réuniront une fois mur constater Is bonne 
exdeution du Trait, ——— =a 

He nictameront notamment Is suppression de tout ouvmge ow la dispersion de 
Pour ureamblement qui vur Tune on Vautre rive du Canal poareait avoir poor but, ca 
Pour olfot do porter attainto & la Iiberté eb & Ventidre stourité de Io navigation. 


wnat Draft Convention. 


aris, et de nature & 
temps da Canal de 


Vassentiment de Ia Porte, dont 
eter et A consacrer les droits, dans In 
riale importe également A I'Beypte et & 


rrispi to convey to your Lordship the 





a 
No. 57. 
‘The Marquis of Satishury to Count a Aubigny. 


8, 1887. 
Foreign Office, November 3, 
jesty's Government are 
M. le Chargé d’ Affaires, wa that Her Majesty's Government are 
eee Set Oe eneatal acquaint Melo VELL of the Stes Canal deatt Conven 
to accept the amended text 
How which yon have submitted to me ae E 
Article VIII will, therefore, run as * ae ae 
See" gwstin neg Tus Senco 
i ation, Tn toute cireoustance qui mensoerst I 
sont chara ree Ae Canal; fs s¢ rion sir Ua convocation do ros 
ea este ape pour 
entre eux e ns # Se 
see i cir a aa is will be informed that this alteration Ins 
fer Majesty's Minist 
I have, &e. 
= (Signed) SALISBURY. 


‘No. 58. 
‘The Marquis of Salisbury to Mfr. Ryerton. 


November 4, 1887. 
re Sei Yn Noein ee 
: cli Chargé d'AMhires iw communicate to mie a copy of the Cintas 
sane French Government propose to adross (0th Bowers wh wry eepteenta 
me a maf 185, inviting thee scoops ofthe draft Convention for 
Ane ar the free use of tho Suez Canal by all Powors at all times, 
he free usoof the 8 yall Lon 
Sen ee tin ar mg Chl 
“eras apy of this Ciroulae for your informal uy trun that 
nm xiititoen At Flourens that Her Majesty's Government have much p 
nat pe Sanat Plourens, copies of 
intimating their acqulescant i tion and for communication to Mf Plo capi 
Eppa fo Jou rope tae i er Maj’ Hepes 
two Circular despatehow whieh aes t He r 
Se Ee ty ae ques, by pressing the hope 
aaa ceation which wil be made by Hie Trego colleague by xprosing Hope 
of Her Maj ot Government that the terms of - Yon 7 owe 
seeeeral af the other Powers; the second, inclosing cong. of ray, donut to ye 
See p00 of the Zist October, and of the oorreapondonce n 
be placed on Article V of the Convention, 


|. bo, 
(@iged) SALISBURY, 
Jol 
No. 58, 


4 Repreventatives at Berlin, Vienna, Madrid, 
of Salishury to Her Mojesty's Representative 
The Mari ihe Hague, St. Petersburgh, Constantinople, and Cal 


x, November 4, 1887. 

g Excellency herowith, in rntoot the ‘iratt of 3 Conran 

(TL TRANSMIT 04 2°teo aso of the Sor Canal by all Powers st all times, te 
ees ee, frangement agreed re aaa iotecrosh by the other 

represents the aoe, In pursuance of gener My to 
concert wth Ut of Hane 18 Fora Commie, of 16, Ut forms tare 
Governments represents ychrcen, Gat Betain and Franco alone in the Set 
a Herrerer, te Goveruments of ay oniisony  oferento Wad slic 
instant AS aor rcostions which arose in Ube Commiaion, a referenco wa alin 
together upon vrajestye Government to the Italian Governme 
made by Her Majesty's Gove 


was agreed upon. 


+f See Nos, 69 aod 60, 
# Freoch draft Cireslar. 
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The French Government have undertaken to communicate the draft to the 
Powers who were represented in the Commission, and to invite their adhesion to it. 

[* ‘You are authorized to support the communication which will be made by the 
French Representative on the subject by expressing the hope of Her Majesty's 
Prament that the terms of the proposed Convention will meet with the aplertet 
of that of " 

Ct You are authorized to support the communiestion which will be made by the 
French Representative on the subject by expressing the hope of Her Majesty's 
Government that the Government of Ttaly will be prepared to jor in the signatet ot 
the Convention, the torms of whieh have already: be 





The Marquis of Salisbury to Mer Majesty's Representotices at Berlin, Vienna, Madrid, 

F Rome, the Hague, 8t. Petersburgh, Constantinople, and Cairo, 
B) 
Six, Foreign Office, November 4, 1887, 

{YELH raference to my despatch No, of this day, relative to tho draft’ Convene 
tion for securing the free navigation of the Suez Canal, I teanemit to you herewith 
copy of  despateh to Her Majesty's Minister nt Paris,t giving an account of the 
discussions which have led to the settlement of this draft and of the conditions under 
which Her Majesty's Government have expressed their willingness to agree to it 

T also incloso copies of correspondence relative to the construction to. be placed 
ou Article V of the Convention, trom which it will be perceived that the French, 
Government and that of Her Majesty are agreed that the prohibition to disembark 
troops in the Canal and its ports of neces, contained in that Article, eatmot be inter 
preted us depriving unarmed invalid soldiers of accom Lo the sil ary hospitals of Suea 
and Port Said, 

You will communicate copies of these three papers to the Government to which 
you ate aceredited. 

Tam, &. 


(Signed) SALISBURY. 


SSS 


No. 61. 


‘The Marquis of Salisbury to Her Majesty's Representatives ot Berlin, Vienna, Madrid, 
Rome, the Hague, St. Petersburgh, Constantinople, and 


(C.) 
{Connon 
Bir, Foreign Office, November 4, 1887, 

WITH roference to my despatch No. of this day, inclosing copies of the deatt 
Convention for securing the free navigation of the Suez Conal, t incloas herewith 
Cory Of the Cireulse which tins een addressed by M. Flourens to the Pronch Repre- 
sentatives at tho various Courts concerned inviting; acceptance of the Conventions} 

iihis despatch lias been communiented to mo as a draft hy the French Chargé 
Affaires, and is intended for your own information only. 

qialso inclose, for your own information, and not for communication, a copy of a 
despatch to Her Majesty's Minister at Paris,§ giving an account of the covaidecstions 
whic have induced Her Majesty's Government to agree to the present draft 

Tam, &e. 
SALISBURY. 


* Nott Rome. 
$ Now, 29 and 31, § No 32, 





No, 63 
(No, 181,) The Marquis of Salinbury to Bie W, Wait 
(Celoggeaph 
aphie.) 
LEARN from Itatian Ch Foreign Office, November 7, 1887, 5-84 
and Count do M, ngé d'AMfaires that Baron Blane reports that Mt. de 


y oe te that na Provost also that Salt 


3 
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No. 62, 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Egerton.* 
(No. 38.) 
Foreign Office, November 7, 1887, 5:30 ¥. 
instant: Suez Canal Convention, 
to French Government until you hear further. 
Tf you have already done so, ask for its return, as T may wish to add a few 
words, 





No 
of Balisbwry £0 
z 4 
aphic.) Foreign Office, jer 7, 1887, 5°40 v0 


SURZ CANAL Agrocincnt 
Delay acting on my despatch No. #13 of 4th until you hear further 


61, 


Sir E, Malet to the Marquis of Salishury.—(Reccived Nocember 8.) 


(No. 
My Lond, Herlin, November 8, 188%, 
WITH roferones to my despatch No. 401 of the 20th ultimo, and your Lordship's 
telegram No. 105 of the Sst ultimo, T have the honour to inform your Lordship that 
oned to Count Bismarck that no Convention regarding the Sues Canal 
at a draft on eed to between the British and Pronoh 
abject to the ecne ther Powers repreeonted on the Paris 
Commission, and that this draft would bo communicated to those Powers by Fran 
who would invite their accep! 
I have, &e, 
(Signed) EDWARD 1. MALET 


No. 66. 


Sir W, White to the Moryuis of Salisbury (Received November 8. 11) #-M.) 


(No. 90, Soarvt.) 
(Doleggrmphic,) Constantinople, November 8 1887, 7-40 vt 
YOUR telogram No. 13 esterday 
My own information is, that Russian influence at the Pal 
jast now. OF courve thors is a goot-deal of intrigue going on, and the French 
Ambassador is discontented with the Grand Viaior, “Tho latter anys d propos of the 
Buer Canal Convention, that Turkey regrets not. having ratiflod the Wolit Convention 
under French advies, but I soe aa yet no imminent danger. "The Sultan has expressed 
awish to see me on Friday next, by which time I hope to be in w position to speak 


more positively 





No. 66, 


Sie J. Savile to the Marquis of Salishury.—(Reeeived November 8, 11 ¥.3t) 


(No. 47.) 


(Telegraphic.) 
‘Your telegram No, 98. 
Note concerning Suet Canal Convention was sent in, but has been returnes. 


Rome, November 8, 1887, 8°26 r.s. 


© Abw to Ss J. Serle (No. 99). 
[o42] 





Sir W. White to the Merguis of Salisbury-—(Received November 9.) 

0. 850, Confidential.) 

Lord, “ 

COUNT MONTEBELLO returned to 
1st instant, and now all the An 

Theliove the Count has h 
arrangement recently concluded betw 
rabject of the neutrality of the 8 

ie nccorapanying paragraph appeared in the “Turquie” (on this «al 

' paper suppored to be connected with the French’ Embassy, aed closer fete thes 


“communiqué” were it not for its unfriendly tone towards Engla 
very bad taste on this oceasion, Sr oa ean ee Pe tea 


Constantinople, November 5, 1887. 
s post from leave ‘on Monday last the 
ack at Constantinople, 


Porte conceming the 
ce and Her Majesty's Government on the 


Thave, &e. 
Gigned) W. A. WHITE. 
ae 
Inclosare in No. 67, 


Estract from “La Turquie” of November 4, 1881. 


Fraxon wr Tonguin.—Now cr ir qu’ i 

Exaxon t—Nouw croyons savoir qu'anjourd'hui dans Iaprés-mi 
Pde, Gorute de Montebello, Ambassadeur do France, remettra a son Excellence aid 
“chs le texte officiel de la récente Convention conclue entre l'Angleterre et la France 
amon 4 la neutralité du Canal du Suct. On nous dit également que ce diplomate 
i.Mté chargé par M. Flourens de déclarer 3 ls Sublime Porto que pendant toute 
te ame des négocintions le Gouvernement dela République s'est préoceupé avant tout 
de maveg ‘troits do 84 Majesté Impériale lo Sultan ot les intésite de Y Empire 





No, 68, 


Mr. Kgerton to the Marguis of Salisbury.— (Received November 9.) 
(No. 446) 
My Lord 

TN accordance with your Lordsbip's te 
M. Fon wen to me the draft I 
ony ved in your Lordship’s despateh No. 632 of tho 4th inatans 
ands lehT coesnicte to bon jttaay a trad r= 


‘ Paris, November 3, 1887. 
No. 38 of yosterday’s date, I asked 
lish Circular respecting the Sucz Canal 


Thave, & 
(Bigned) EDWIN H. EGERTON, 


Sir IF. White t0 th is of Salishury-—(Received November 12, 
4. Confidential.) 
My Lori, 
y 5 Constantinople, November 7, 1887 

+ c28 sour Lordship may be deairons to hear the effect produced in offical circies 

st Constantinople by the news of the conclusion of an Agreement between France and 

girl to the neutralization of the Suez Canal, [have the honour to report that, on 

report of mmr eat Hroduced banlly any impresin, and it may Bo sd thatthe 
hat the French Ambassador has as yet made noofticial communication 

ty jclthough tbe 0 rary pe heen. assorted in the newspapers But the 

received copies of the Agreement from the Ottoman Ambassado 

Babtine Forts Agreement from the Ottoman Ambassadors in 


‘The unofficial language of the Turkish Ministers as to this Agreement is to the 
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effect that they are surprised that Franice should have eifielided it without consulting 
them as to their views on the subject, and that the Republic had thus disregarded the 
made to the Sultan and the Sublime Porte in July last by its Ambassador here, 


ond tha that France was going 


and that from his E 
to exert itself t 
dy them wi 
and to feel disapp 2 
Tam aleo secretly informed that the Grand Vizier has ropresented to the Sultan how 
much better it would have beea for Turkey to have ratified the above-mentioned 
Convention, 
The Russian Embassy hisd been working for some time to bring about the fall 
of Kiamil Pasha, and now the French are offended by his retrospective reproaches aud 


will no doubt seek to assist cheir Russian friends in this matter. 
T have, & 


(Signed) "WA. WHITE, 


P.S—I have also the honour to inclose translation of an extract from the “Tarik” 

of the 8th November, as follow 
“In order to discuss the Convention lately concluded between England and France 
with respect to the Suez Canal, yesterday Special Commission was formed under the 
residency of the Grand Vizier, consisting of Anrify Pasha, Pro of the Council of 
Biate, ‘and the Ministers for Foreign Affairs and for Justice.” Fs 
A. We 


No, 70. 
W White to the Murquis of Salistury.—{Received Noveaber 122, 3°15 v.0. 
iphies) Ciinslantinaple, November 12, 1887, 11°40 a.at 
FRENCH Ambassador has instructions to present Suen Canal Convention to 


Porte today. Hix Excellency informs mo that, to meat susceptibilities of Turkey, it 
will be laid before the other Powers after short delay 


No. 71. 


Note Verbale communicated to the Marquis of Salishury by M. Waildingtow, November 13, 
1887 


M. FLOURENS a donné Mortro A M. de Montebello & la date du 10 do ce mois 
de communiqner i 1a Porte lo Convention rolative i la liberté du Canal de Suee dans 
Jes termes comvenus, Cette communication officielle a dA étre faite hier 13 Novembre. 

M, Plourens  ddrossé égalemout des instructions A nos Ambaxsudeurs d Berlin, & 
Vienne, Pétershourg, b Nome, h Madrid, ot & notre Ministre & la Haye po 
cettn communication soit fhite demain Lundi 14 Novembre sux Gouvernements aupr’s 
desquels ils sont aconditiés. 

M. Waddington a été chargé par M. Plourens do faire savoir @'urgence A Lord 
Salisbary les informations qui présédent et do le prier de youloir bien envoyer de son 
cOté les instructions qu'il se propose dadresser & sea Agents pour qu'ils recommandent 
Yadoption de la Convention zulative A ta liberté du Canal de Suez. 

Albert Gate, le 13 Novembre, 1887. 


No, 72. 
Sir E. Malet to the Marguis of Salishury—(Received November 13, 345 rat) 


(No. 68.) 1, 
(elegraphic.) Berlin, November 13, 1887, 2°60 v. 

‘THE French Ambassador here informs mo that he has received instructions to 
make an identic communication about the Suez Canal with me tomorow, Monday, 
to Count Bismarck, 
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T have told his Excellency that T have not as 


h ot received nstruc 
the subject, but that I would telegraph to you. eee 


So 
No. 73. 


Sir B. Malet to the Marquis of Satisbury.—(Received by t 
(Xo, 439. Ext 68) 
y Lord 
y Lord, Berlin, November 13, 1887. 
I HAVE the honour to state to your Lordship that forms mo that 
hw has boon instructed by his Governinent to m: tion with me 
irck to-morrow, Mond: 
nformed his Excellency tions, but 
that I would telegraph to your Li hb ji Bi 
fe. 
EDWARD B. MALRY. 
a 


Sir E. Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury — (Received. November 13, 10°45 ¥..) 


(No. 59.) 

(Bolographic.) 
MY tologeam No. 68 of towday. 
French Ambassador wishes sn6 to explain that his instruct 

imply that the communications to be made by him and me tn 
A word is missing in the tologenm to him. Tt may 


Berlin, November 18, 1887, 5'A5 ¥,0 


ons do aot neeewsarily 
ually. be 


No. 75. 


Sir B, Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received by telegraph, November 13.) 


(8,04 xt. 503 

My Lord, erlin, November 13 

WITH reforence to my tclogram to yout Lonlship’ No. 98 ot Today’ dato 
respeoting an identio communication which tho French Ambassador stated that he 
had been instructed to make with me on the subject of the Sucx € T have the 
honour to inform your Lordship that M. Herbotto ix ansious that I should explain 
that th which he has rvesived on the subject do not of necessity apt 
that his communication and mine are to be" identical” His Excellency stator whey 
there ina word missing in the telegram recived by him on tho subject, and that the 

equal probability be rendered by * analogous" 
Thave, &e 
(Signed) EDWARD B, MALET. 


No. 76. 
Sir J, Savile to the Marguis of Salisbury 


(No. 48, 
(tela 


(Received November 13, 10-45 ¥.s.) 


Rome, November 13, 1887, 8°10 vst. 
to present thé project of Suez 
neh Government communicating it 
as woll as your Lonlship's letter to Mr. Egerton, if I present 
wrrow at 3, and call to inquire what documents I should 
and whe. 


) 

hie, 
mkNGu Chargé d’Affaires thas reocived 
Onnal Convention, and copy of Circular from Pre 
to the other Powers, 
it. He will do this 
present to the Ttalian Govornme 


— 





Sir J, Savile to the Maryui of Salisbury.—(Receeed by telegraph, November 18.) 


Sie coe, Ext, 48.) Rome, November 13, 1887. 


at onters have’ been received. hy the 

VE this day reported by telegraph that onlers have b ive by 

Fr ee reetrreaont the project of the Sucr Canal Convontion, together 

with a copy ofthe Ciwular fa which the French Government communicate i o the 

Rr oy ee ellas the lotter from your Lordship to Mr. Bgerton, if T present it, 

sie ealiel upon me to inquire what were the documents T should present to the 
Tealian Government, and when T should prosent: them, 


T have, &c. 

(Signed) J, SAVILE, 
No. 78. 

‘The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir B. Morier.* 
el ous Foreign Office, November 14, 1887, 
“SINE general support to communication to be made by French Ambassador in 

favour of Sect Canal Convention. ‘The despatch and inclosures are on the way. 

ee — 
No. 79. 


Sir W. White to the Marquis of Salisbury —{ Received November 14, 6-4 vat.) 


(ideenphic) Constntnople Novenber 1, 1887, 4092 
YOUR Lordship's telogram No. 133 of to-day 
Count de Mo hello communicated officially to the Porte on Saturday last, tho 
12th instant, a copy of the arrangement xigned nt Paris with regard to tho noutrality 
of the Sucs Canal, as well as copies of certain ather despatehos. 





No. 80. 


ir Re Morier to the Marquis of Salishury—(Received November 14, 11 Fat.) 


St. Petersburgh, November Vb, 1887, 9°55 ¥.xt. 
Chargé d'Affaires this morning addrvssed a note to Russian Minister 
for Forvign Affairs communicating the draft of Suex Canal Convention, your, Lord- 
ship's despatch to Mr. Rgurton of 2ist October, and French Ciroular on the subject 
Te bad ston M. de Giers, who said mattor must keep till Bmperor's return, 
Lealled at Ministry to speak in the senso of your tolegrum No. 134, but did 
not find M. de Giers at home. 


UMMA site 
No, 81. 


‘The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir WW. Whitet 


(fo 208. Bt 133.) Foreign Offe, November 14, 1887. 


: ‘ h instant, which is now o1 
IN anticipation of my Circular despatch of the 4th ins h it 
way, relative 40 the draft Suez Canal Convention, which hhas been agresd upon by 


© Ate a Se EL Made (Bo, 111), Mr. Phipps (No 101), Sie J Soile (No. 47), Sir W. Stan, Sir Cato 


i eh me ie 


Sir 3 Suste (He, 393), Ser Clare Pord (So. 167), and Ser Wy Stuart (No, 57) ‘ 
[s42, 
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the British and French Governments, I have to-day instructed you by telegraph to 
Gubort the communication which will be made by your Fronds colleague to the 
Government to which you aro accredited on the subject 
Tam, &. 
(Bigned) SALISBURY, 





No. 82, 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Egerton, 
Qo. 057.4) 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 4, 1887, 

T HAVE ‘been informed by tho Frouch Ambasador that Me Passe had 
the poted Count de Montebello to communicate the draft Convention fer ee ng 
ing time Savigation of the Suez anal to the Porto on tho ath ear, ant that 
Home gous had boon sent to the French Representative at Vienna, St Petersburgh, 
Rome, Madrid, and the Hague to make the same commvareatioe to-day, 

Thave telegraphed to Hor Majesty's. Representatives at the Costs in question, 
te Pesci te give general support to the communication which will be tmade by 
Hair French colleagues, and informing thom that a more detalled toser etn ee its 
way to them 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No, 83. 
Sir J: Savile to the Marquia of Salishury.—(Reveived November \7, 10:30 rat) 


Ge 50,) 


(Telographi.) Rome, November 17, 1887, 6-45 vx. 
MY t communicate copy of your Lordship's despatah No. 311 of tdh Nerneser 
to Signor Crispi ? 


a ee eee 


No. 84, 


Sir Stuart to the Marquis of Salishury.—(Received Novewber 18,) 
Co. 7) 
My Lord, ‘The Hague, November 17, 1887, 

WITH reference to your Lontship's despatchos Nos. 64 aad 88 at th instant, 
Tulative to the draft Convention agrwed to by Hor May city’s Government and that of 
Franco for securing tho froe navigation of the Sue Canal, f have the honour to inelose 
fae rt 8 copy of « note which E have thx day adilroed to the Netherloul. een 
for Rorcign Athi, communicating to him tho correspondence contained in the Inti 
despateh, and. ing: the hope of Her Majesty's Goveroment that the terms of the 
proposed Convention will meet with the approval of the Notherlsnds Government. 

T ascertained from my French col M. Louis Logrand, yesterday afternoon 
that he had already communicated the drat ention to the Nethorlands Govern- 
ment. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. STUART. 


Inclosure in No. 84. 
Sir W. Stuart to M. de Karnebeek. 
‘M. le Ministre, The Hague, November ¥7, 1887. 
THE draft of Convention for securing the frve navigation’ of the Suce Canal, as 


Madame Ly Hor Majesty's Goverment in conocre with that of Panse lag t 
understand, been ‘ome %& your Excellency by the French Minister at this 
Court in the name of the two Governments. 
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ith, instructions which Ihave 

ion therewith, and in aocordance with instruc high 1 

a ert el Soto i och Le 

Or Ee oy copy of a despatch, from his Taship to Her Mast’ 

Jinislaral Pass giving an accouat of the discussions which have led tot i 

ae Tare ne ‘and of te conditions under which Her Majesty's Government 

of the draft Convention, aud of the conition cen 

Ere rr Ss sf sree mie 

oe a elo V of the Convention, fron twill ie sen 
construction to be placed on Arti svenion, from who i wl | 

fhat the French Government and that of Her Majesty are agreed tha 


fo disembark troops in the Canal or its ports of access, that Arti 
coaaot be ed as depriving unarmed invalid soldiers of access to tho military 
at pret 


hospitals at Suez and Port Said. 


th t tracted to express the hope of Her Majesty's Gover 
Tom at the sume time instruc 


al of the 


i et with the appro 
fheut (hat the terms of the proposed Convention will meet with the appr 


a Government. ere 
ee (gost) WN. STUART, 


vo 8, 1 rat) 
‘Sir Clare Ford to the Marquis of Salisbury— (Received Nosember 1 


it, Ne 1B rx. 
{skogre Madrid, November 18, 1887, 6-15 
; I ne Ath instant 
(legen) Ys talogram No. 23 and your despatch No, 159 of the ‘sth 

Yo Thana De eee Amatcs eraey, dal earl oul You isrutinn 
Fr chante had juat lett him, end hod raade the communication ro 
French Aunbassado “8 
aoe I oa oo ea his Bxoolleney copies of tho throe papers contained in your 

‘communicated to. his 
fer ein principle 

corte fon n stated that ho was happy, to agroe in. princip 
saat en Ain Sk BS ee tee, 9 te 


which was to be held to-morrow, 
No. 86, 
Sir J. Savile to the Marquis of Salishury—(Received November 18, 11 ra.) 


‘ LS ra. 
Feogrpt Rome, Nowenber 18, 1887, 619 rm 
Toler RNG! hargé a on from Signor Crispi that Italian 
REG chr atin tat set nee Sn ie 
vol 
obtain its acceptance By other Powers. 
Siehciaeesorveloe Netenerse meee 


Now 87. 
jovember 18.) 
Sir J. Savile to the Marquis of Salisbury-—(Received by telegraph, November 18.) 


vember 7. 
(No. 276. Ext. 51.) = ie 18 
ported: r Crispi had 
et Lonichip this day, by telegraph, that ML Crisp 
v : iene the French Chargé Aare | a Doten tee ee a 
honey 4 Canal Convention, ts 7 
Sere do, Se San Cea a Re Sa 
ier Lhave, &. 
(Signed), J, SAVILE. 


nn EEE aE 
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No, 88. 
Mr. Phipps to the Marquis of Salisbury —{Received November 19.) 


(No. 402.) 
My Lord, 
T HAVE 
Lordship's de ° nitting to me the draft Co 
despatch No. 190 of the sauté date, inclosing othcr correspondence 0 the sate 
subject, copies of which I am instructed to communica sTinpetial and: Royal 
aulect oe structed punic Tinperial and Royal 
T have the honour to inclose eopy of a note which T 
sont ie te Ronour to incon copy of ano which I therexpon aro the 
Austr Hungarian Minister for Foreign Affsirs in conformity with your Lordship’ 
T had already, on receipt of your Lordship’ 
had ond of your Lordship’s telegram No. 101 of the 14th insta 
med C at. was authorized to support the poh esac 
} Affaires on the subject, and I at once called 0 
Us Rueda '@0 Moedactn ns sass wa talbaotion to hts 80m ext ect 
Thave, &. 
(Bigned) * B.C. H. PHIPRS. 


Inolosure in No. 88. 


Mr. Phipps to Count Kédlnoky. 


M., le Comte, vi 
Oe mae Vienna, Novem 
FTES Sas Pipl Setar of Sia fr org At a nto 
that the French Government have undertaken to eommuntcate to tho Imperial and 
uath at Commission of 1886, the draft Convention representing the rang ment 
wereed upon betwo noe and Great Belts eee 
the free use of the Sacs Canal by all the Powers at ti Seer, 
to invite their adhesion to it. E canes nt, ab eee ee 
ip eesetunmntgpaiirer aa tron ts 
X have reteed Boe LiPd Bulsbuey, to ezpros te your cetesy ths Bape of ie 
Majesty's Government that tho torms of the propoied ni will moet with 
approval of that of Austria-Hungary. _ 
T om Instructed, at the same time, to comn Austro-Hungs 
fae oatkaiepnan ccnp ieee RED git as 
scat dunn ni hat et thin drat, Sn oF an 
oo uitoos unde which Her Majesty's Governtnent have exprossed their willingness 
Le tikes to, dak tol joc ncaa ae 
spondence relative to the construction to be placed on Article V navel 
Sees a aca gan pEaING GAk tas Petes Creel nee 
Seer tek he NON to isdn ae eee 
tained in that Article cannot be interpreted ax depriving w a 
ars of access to the mliltary hospitals of Sues and Port Said. : 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) E. C. H, PHIPPS. 


No, 89, 
Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury—(Reevived November 19 


(No. 4644.) 
My Lon, ve 
rh oe Paris, November 16, 188 
pa accordance with Ahe\ instructions contained in, your Lordships ‘acs 
», 632 of the Ath instant T this day communicated to his Excellency Mf Plourens 
copies of the two Circular despatches to he aldreswel to Ter Majesty's Representatives 
ars of tho Powers nertstad. fn tho Convention for gtasauteting the tes 





ase of the Sucz Cs 1 times, which Cireulars were inclosed in your Lordsh 
above-mentioned despateh.* 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Egerton 
Foreign Office, Novewer 19 

ay 2 lotter from M. Flourens, 

‘not give me a copy, stating that the latter 

sxplanation of the reservation made 
Sir Julian Panncefote nt the 


M. WADDINGTON showed me 
placed in my band, but of which be di 
‘been asked by the Dutch Government, for an 6: 
in my despatch to you in the terms originally used by 
Conference. 
"The answer M. Plonrens states 
Britain, during her occupation of Bx 


seif to have given was to the effect that Great 
spt, which was an exceptional and transitory 


state of things, would not ‘tnmamelied by the provisions of the Convention; and on 
the principle of the extension of equality to alll Rowers, {h French Government 
inddestood 2 similar principle to extend to the other Signatories, 

ML. Waildington asked me what my opinion of this answer wns 

Teroplicd that tho last part of it was not intelligible to mes but that I had no 
ground far objecting to M. Flourens having made it to the Dutch Gavemmont 


am, &¢. 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 91. 


Sir R. Morier to the Marquis of Salishury—(Received November 21.) 


(No. 377.) 
My Lord, St, Petersburgh, November U4, 188 
COUNT D'ORMESSON, the French Chargé dAffaires, called on me earl 

afternoon and said he hud  yestenlay i 
following document sian Govern 

nition, your Lorlship's dexpateh to Mr. Egerton of the and the Fronch 
Sroalnt ge agreed to by Her Majesty's Government. Hie had accordingly done so, In 
a note this morning, and find subeequ 1 on M. de Giors, who told hisn. that 
fhe tmattor would be taken into conaideration immediately upon the Emperor's return. 
Ho mked mo whether I had received similar instructions, and 1 salil 1 hs 
Shortly afterwanks I received your tel n No. 194, instructing me to give 4 
mupport to Ue comumunication..1 at, onoo called nt the Ministry of Foreign, Aifaiey, 
Tenet find Mc de Giers at home, 1, therefors, in a private letter, gave him tho 
Mipstunce of your Lordships telegram, and received & reply saying what, on tho 
Emperor's return, the matter would bo taken én hand. 

T have, &e. 


(Signed) KR B.D. MORIER, 


a ae 
No. 92. 
Sir R. Morier to the Marquis of Salisbury—(Received November 21.) 


(No. 378.) 
‘My Lord, St, Petersburgh, November 16, 1887. 
2 GIERS, when I saw him this afternoon, referring to the communication 
aade to him by Comte d'Ormesson on the subject of. the Sues Canal Convention, and 
to that instrument in my pvate Jetir to hin Becellency, 


to the support given by me 
PPer the matior would have to lie by till the Emperor's return. | He add 


rere that he supposed that if all other Powers assented, Russia would not raise 
any objections. 


Lhave, &6. 
(Signed) R. B. D. MORIER. 
a ee ee 


Career (A), November 7 laclonare; Cizcaler (B), November 3 Inclovares 


(oa2] M 





a2 
No. 93. 


Sir J. Savile to the Marquis of Salisbury—(Received November 21.) 


(No. 275.) 
My Lord, Rome, November \7, 1887. 

T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt this morning of your Londship's 
despatches Nos. 311, 324, and 325 of the 4th instant respecting the dratt Convention 
for securing the free navigation of the Suez Canal, and to transmit herewith copies of 
the two notes which I addressed to Signor Crispi on the subject, and delivered to his 
Excellency in person this afternoon. 

Lbave, &6. 
(igned) J. SAVILE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 98. 


Bir J. Savile to Signor Crispi. 
M. le Ministry, Rome, November 17, 1887. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Excellency herewith the draft of 
‘Conveution for guarantecing the free use of the Sues Canal by all Powers at all times, 

hich tas heen agreed upon beforchand by Her Majesty's Government in concert 
with that of France, in pursuance of a gencral wish expressed by the other Govern- 
ments represented inthe International Commission of 1865. 

‘Tho French Government, as your Excellency is aware, have undertaken to 
communicate the draft in question to the Powers who were represented in the Com- 
tission, and to invite their adbesion to it; and I have accordingly been authorized by 
the Marquis of Salisbury to support tho communication which has been made to you 
on tho subject by BL. | by expressing the hopo of Her Majesty's Government 
that the Government of Ttaly'will be propared to join in the signature of the Conven- 
tioa, the torms of which have already boon approved by them. 

T avail, &o, 
(Bigned) "J. SAVILE. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 93. 


Sir J. Savile to Signor Crispi. 
M. lo Ministre, Rome, November 17, 1887, 

WITH reference to my preceding note of this day's date relative to the draft 
Convention for securing the free navigation of the Suez Canal, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith to Excellency, in compliance with the instructions which I 
have received from the Marquis of Salishury, copy of a despatch addressed by his 
Lordship to Hor Majesty's Minister at Paris, giving an account of the discussions 
which have led to the settlement of the draft in question, and of the conditions under 
which Her Majesty's Government have expressed their willingness to agree to it 

Tam further instructed to communicate the inclosed copies of correspondence 
relative to the construction to be placed on Article V of the Convention, trem which 
it will be seen that the French Government and that of Her Majesty are agreed that 
the prohibition to disembark troops in the Canal and its ports of access, contained in 
that Article, cannot be int a ing unarmed invalid soldiers of access to 
the military hospitals of Sues and Port Said. 

L avail, &e. 


(Signed) "J. SAVILE. 


No. 94. 
Sir K. Malet to the Marquis of Salisbery.—(Received November 21.) 
(No, 400) 
iy Lord, Berlin, November 19, 1887. 


WITH reference to. your Lordship's teiegram No. 111’ of tho Lith’ instan 
iustructing me to give a general support to the communication relative to the free 
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ion of the Sue to be made to Count Bismarck by the French Ambas- 
ior etic T have the honour taform your Lordship that ME. Herbette made 
‘on the 15th instant to Count Bismarck, and that T 


me 60 os. 495, 506, and 507,all of the 4th instant, and T in consequence 
sr inet to Covat Bismarck the note of which X have the houour to inclose a copy 
herewith. et Se des 
Nhe communication made by M. Herbette to Count Bismarck consisted of the 
a ai hich edeatipanied yout Lanlship's despatch to mo No, BOT, 
and of our Laniship's despoish to Mr, Dgelon of the 
jing an neeount of the discussions which hn i 
varck informed me that oad tld the Preach Asin nt be 
fan and Ttalian Govornmonts before wiving a rep! 
apres oe rail tntaostd aaa hut be aid uot think that any ditteuty 
i i t proposed, 
would be mada about agreeing Ue tech of wubsoqueat-fnsructions from his 
tte tae drased a note to Count Wismarck to say that the British and 
eee tenn vncnats are agreed, with roference to Article V, that the prohibition to 
Teenttask ‘teoups in the Canal and its parts of access cannot be interpreted ax 
lop unarmed invalid soldiers of access to the military hospitals of Sue and Port 
Said, 


L have, &o. 
(Signed) ' EDWARD B, MALET, 


Inclosure in No, 94. 
Sir E, Malet to Count Bismarck. 


Scorstaire a’Bt Berlin, Nowember 16, 1887. 
ae ea tne honour to inform: your’ Rxcellency yesterday that T was desived by 
Her Majeity’s Principal Seoretary of State for Foreign Affairs to support the commu- 

Ler Majoty to your Bxcellency by the French Ambassador relative to. the Suot 
nication mais Escellency submitted to. your Excellency the draft of a Convention 
i ie free age by all Powers at all times; nnd T expressed the hope of 

Suarantociig wornment that the terms of the propose Convention would mect with 
‘ial Government. 

of the Tye yetbal communication on sy rt have the, hens te 

ost Exel ith, under instructions from Hor Majesty's Princ 
Seartary of Stato Sea Afi, a copy ol froma hia Lardship to Her 
jesty 6 Mini ‘an account of the discussioas which have Ted to the 
settlement ofthe draft in dof the comin under which Hee Majesty's 

ra an, and of the 

Government have expressed hei Ti aapies of 4 correspondence relative to the con 
have also the Lonoue ey of the Convention, from which it will be seen that 
Co ee race oe nad the Goverment of France are agreed that the prohibi- 
Eon to dactbark troops in the Casal snd its ports of acces, contained in tal Atco, 
aera faye depriving unarmed tavalid soldiem of acces to he military 


bospitals of Sues and Port Said. 


wail, &e. 
Geni) EDWARD B, MALET, 
Berne naan 


No. 95. 


% The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir J. Savile. 
fo. 101.) i November 21, 1887, 6 ¥.m. 

elegraphic) . 
FOUR tegram No. 64 of 20th instant. 
You may give copy of my despatch No. SUL. 





“ 
No. 96. 
The Marquis of Solisbury to Sir W. Stuart 


Foreign Office, Novewber 21, 1897, 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 97 of the L7tl iste with oe 
the note which you addressed to the Netherlands Minister for’ Porcign Affairs, krone 
miunicating to his Excellency the correspondence respecting the draft Suez Canal Cone 
{ration which has been agreed. pon between the rita and. French Governments 

nd expressing the hope that the proposed Convention would. meet with the cone 
rence of the Netherlan Government. ee ee 

Tho terms of your note to M. de Karabeek aro approvn ‘ 
onc farms of 7 de Karobeek nto approved by Her Majesty's 
Tam, &e. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


ae Rai era teins 
No. 97. 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir B. Malet, 


(No. 518.) 
Bir, 


Y a Foreign Office, November 28, 1887. 
toh HAVE received your Bxcollency’s despatch No. ts ‘of the 19th fnstent, 
inoloning copy of the nota which you ‘dilressed to Count Bismarck in support of the 
communteation made to the German Government by the French “Ambassador 
mapeting ho drat Convention for securing the free navigation of the Suex Canal. 

‘our Excellency's proceedings, as rported in your above-mentioned de " 
Approved by Her Majesty's Government,” - oe ae eee 
_ Lam, &e. 
(Signed) "SALISBURY. 


SL aE AR eS ES Ss 2 ert Oe 


No. 8. 
The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir J. Sarite. 


= Foreign Office, November 2, 1887. 
T HAVE rooeived sour Bxcollency’s doxpatett Nox Q7So the V7Uh ea ty 

the terms of the notes, copies of which aré therein inclosed, which you 

oF Crispi, expressing the hope of Mor Majesty's Government that the 

ersunont will be propared: to. join in the signature of the Convention for 

securing tho free navigation of the Sue Canal, and forwarding papers in explanation 

of thy draft Convention. ‘ 

Lam, &c 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 99. 


The Marquis is fr. Phig 
vo 204) farquis of Salisbury to Mr. Phipps. 
‘ir, Foreign Office, November 23, 1887. 

I HLAVE received your despatch No. 402 of the 16th ectaate ‘and I approve the 
terms of the note, a copy of which is therein inclosed, which you ‘to Count 
Kélnoky, communicating to his Excellency the correspondence respecting the draft 
hope of er Maat Govraeat Wet te Sete Seca ahseer eae 
Ope "a Gove i i it 
approval of that of Nests Hangar, : ccnowergeae to 

Tam, &e. 
(Bignel) "SALISBURY. 


a 
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No, 100. 


Mr. Phipps to the Marquis of Sélisbury.—(Reeeived November 26, 11 v.36) 


Geegehnie) Vienna, November 26, 1887, 716 rac 
SUEZ CANAL Convention. ens 
STaiiar for Foreien Affairs says there will be no objection to Agreement of 
‘Austrian Government; ut proposes, like Italy, to await, out of deference to Porte, 
Turkish sanction, Should that, however, bo unduly delayed, Austria will give 
formal ‘acceptance without it. Germany will do same; ho knows nothing of Russian 


intention. His Excellency has informed French Ambassador, 


a 
‘No, 101. 


Mr. Phipps to the Marquis of Salisbury.— (Received by telegraph, November 26.) 


& it me Vienna, November 26, 1887. 
7 MITE Austro-Hungarian tor for Foreig informed me to-day that 
IL efor no objection to the Sues Canal Convention, the draft of 
‘ - fod by the French Chargé d'Affair Sth instant, 
te, se OT Gorernrdant, however, proposcs like that of Italy, to 
avait out ot ache Ports, the Sultan's sunction to the Convention. Should 
at, oa oe srywover, bo unduly delayed, Count Kélnoky expressed his intention of 
Conveying the formal opproval of Austria-Mungary without waiting. 
The crament, his Rxcollency added, would, he believed, act 
similar manner, but ho was not aware what st 
Tis Bxcelioncy informed me that he convey 
Ambassador. ae 


(Signed) E. ©. H, PHIPPS, 


this Government 


1 similar information to the French 


No, 102. 


Sir B. Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury —(Received November 28.) 
E 
ge oe, Bevin, November 22 1887. 
. HE! g, the Fronch Ambassador at this Court, placed in my 
Fane rreastaale relative to the draft sat regarding the Suez Canal, 
ave the honout to inclose copies herewith. ! 
ee int er : qocetiaa forcaulated by the Dutch Government concerning the 


observation contained in your Londahip's despatch to Mr, Egerton of the 21st October, 


il ei 9 ition in #0 

to the effect that the provisions of the Convention will only come into opera\ 

to the oc a nF at of af a pena iin a BBL 
The second is the reply of the — Se atitaces - ixcelleney 
The ccond, is the BY ot nant wih Har Maen ay 

infor ne was dren 8 agra hae papers tthe German, Goverment 

should the question arise. fone 

(Signed) EDWARD B. MALET. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 102. 
‘Question put by the Netherlands Government. 


porterni ir si cette résorve doit &re considéréo comme applicable 
aun impart ee de Convention, et dans ee cas, ques seront, uss Jongtemp 
ue cettelteorre Aemeure opérative, les droite ot les obligations des autres Puissnnces 
qui signeront Is Convention 


[042] 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 102. 


Reply to the Question put by the Netherlands Government (arranged with the Cobinet of 
London). 


LE Gouvernement de la Grande-Brotogne ayant jugé opportun, sans rencontrer 
tion du Gouvernement Francais, de renouveler dans Ia lettre ndressée par Lord 
Salisbury i Mr. Egerton le 21 Octobre demicr les réserves générales exprimées i la 
eléture de In Commission de 1885, par Sir J. Pauncefote, ces réserves s‘appliquent an 
projet de Convention actuel. Tl en résulte que les dispositions de cette Convention, 
qui fixe le régime définitif destiné & garantir le libre usage du Canal de Suez, ne sont 
actuellement applicables qu'en tant qu'elles sont compatibles avee T'état oh so trouva 
VBgypte, état qui est qualifié de transitoire et d'exceptionnel. Les dispositions de Is 
présente Convention ne sauraicnt done entraver la liberté d'action du Gouvernement 
lo la Grande-Brotagne pendant I période “de occupation. En ne faisint pas 
objection A cette Gnoncintion, 1e Gouvernement do la République entend que, 
conformément aux prineipes qui reconnaissent Pégalité des Puissances dans leurs 
droits et lours obligations relativement an Canal de Suez, toutes sont naturellement 
appelées A béndficior des réserves faites aussi longtemps que les cireonstances les 
rendront effectives, 


oo Malet to the Margi (Receiced November 28.) 

‘No, 456, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Berlin, November 26, 1897. 

I ASKED Count Bismarck to-day whether be had mado any answor as yet to the 
Fronch Ambassador on the subject of the draft Convention relating to the Suez Canal 
His Fxcelloncy replied that he had not, and that he did not proposo to give one before 
Austria and Haly, Ho added that he could tell me, confidentially, that Count 
Kisnoky thought that it would be an act of deference, which would be agreeable to 
the Sultan, if Austria and Haly refrained from sending in their adhesion wntil the 
Porte should have given ite amsent. 

‘Count Bismarck maid that ho thought that this was m good idea, and that he had 
supported it to Signor Crixpi. 

T have, &e. 


(Signed) EDWARD B. MALET. 


No. 104. 
Mr. Phipps to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Reeeived November 28, 3°15 7.21.) 


(ie. Canfidential.) aati 
'Tolegraphic.) Pienna, November 28, 1887, $4 P. 
Scbz CANAL Convention. 

Fronch Ambassador told me Count KAlnoky inquired by what mode consent of 
Powers would be accorded, and that his Excellency seemed to think some more formal 
or collective step might be necessary than mere communications through Represents~ 
tives at Paris, 


No, 105. 
Mr. Phippe to the Marquis of Solisbury.—(Received by telegraph, November 28.) 


GR, 120, Contdential. Ext. 76) 
i Vienne, November 28, 1887. 


iy 
T CALLED yosterday on the Fronch Ambassador, who had just returned after an 
Shoesee front Vieuna of three saotths. 


‘On the conversation turning on the Suez Canal Convention, his Excellency 


informed me that he had spoken to the Minister for Foreign Alfairs on the subject 
informed iid language inthe sense reported in. my telegram No. 75 of the 26th 
Fito tad eet Count Raincky had in the course of conversation inquired in what mode 
it was proposed that the consent of the Powers should be intimated to the Convention, 
tnt BE. Decrais derived the impression that his Excellency anticipated that some more 
Fortal or collective assent would be necessary than a mere communication through the 
rresontatives of the Powers at Paris. f 
Ber ea as told me that he was somewhat surprised at this question, as ho was 
catirely without instructions which enabled him to give a reply, aud he bad himself 
believed that the assent of the Powers would merely be expressed by means of 
communications seat through the respective Representatives at Paris. Ie added that 
the conversation ‘with Count Kélnoky had been quite of an informal character, but 
that his Excellency had even vaguely alluded to the sibility of 9 Conference being 
raisite in order that the necessary assent should be conv 
rea" When I have an opportunity of secing Count Kélnoky, probably next Wednesday, 
Tahal no doubt bo able to ascertain what is Hrcellenoy meant, as I am inclined to 
beliove that there must have been some misunderstanding. 
beliove that there must have been lO a; i 


(Signed) ©. 1, PHIPPS. 
ao eS 
No, 106. 

‘The Morguis of Salisbury to Sir B. Male. 


No, 587.) reign Offs, Noveber 294 15. 
ss VE received and laid before the Queen your Excellenoy's despatoh No. 

of Oe AE tant forwarding copies of two paper which wore given to you by your 
Preach colleague. 3 

Pecan seat ot these papers contains an inquiry addressed to the Brench Government 
by that of tho Netheelsnds as to, the exact meaning of the resorention mado by Tar 
Majesty's Goyormment in rognnd. to the application of the Suez Canal Convention 
ining tho British occupation of Egypt. i 

dunes pee ‘contai the ropl Syto to this inquiry by tho Fronich Government, 
which M. Herbotte informed you Jad boon drawn up of ngroement with that of Hor 
Majesty. 

‘T- yecllency will poreslve by the inclosed copy of a despatch to Hor 
whee fame el et Yu aaa Octal ar tg 
correct. 

ie answer in ion was mentioned to mo by the French Ambassador hore as 
Bane eet keatgtenn by Mf Plouress. Tstated that tho latter part of it was not 
intelligible to mo, but: that I had no ground for objecting to M. Flourens having 
made it. 


Lam, &, 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 
No. 107. 


1 WF, White 0:the Morguds of allsury—CReceieed December 2.) 
So Jynatantinople, November 22, 1887. 
My Lord, so tanmtettons received on the morni 
7 TN cbsdlenoa to your Loniship's tolegraphio tastedotions received cn ening 
of Peete atone ‘proceed to the Sublime Rotts on the mening of that day; und 
Huietmed Grand Vizier, and subsequently Sold Pasha (at is gz: Bouso), thst © ene 
sce eee, sem a an orn a 
aturlay by Count Montebello on the subject of . D 
peaiteing Tent tse of the Suez Canal at all times which had been agreed upon 
by the two Governments. an ee 
FT also informed his THighnow and his Bxeelloney that tay communication we a 
be shortly followed by the transmission of a-copy of this draff 
ray prdance wh Uhia promise, Tent Mr. Kennedy this morning to Seid Pasha 
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With copies of all the threo inclosures which accompanied your Londship’s instruction 
Nos. 259 and 260 of the 4th instant, which were brought to me this moming by 
Queen's Messenger Callander. 

His Excellency was too unwell to see Mr. Kennedy, and I was also unable to 
leave the Embassy’ to-day, so I sent these three documents to the Sublime Porte, and 
they were at once placed in the hands of the Under-Secretary of State, with a com 

cation to the elfeet that, as Count Montebello ad invited the Porte's adhesion to 

ment, L was authorized in supporting it to express the hope of Her 
jesty’s Government that the terms of the proposed Convention will meet with the 
approval of the Imperial Ottoman Goverument. 
have, &e. 
(Signed) W. A. WHITE. 


ene ote es ee Lt 
No, 108, 


Me, Phipps t0 the Marquis of Salisbury—{Received December 3.) 


(No. Confidential.) 
My Loni, Viewna, November 30, 1897. 

TILE Prench Ambassador called on mo this afternoon, and told me that when he 
saw Count Kilnoky yestentay he prowsed: his Excellency to xy whether the Austro, 
Hungnrian Governmant would convoy its aoceptnnce to" the Stor Canal Cont catiy 
without waiting indeftattely for the formal aceoptance on the part of the Porte, but 
thot his Exoullency did not say distinotly that it would do so. This Excellency had, 
however, oxprowed his hope that the Porte would abstain from due dels 
owing to knowledge of tho fact that tho Governmont was awniting the Turkish 
neceptance in onder to signify its own, 

M, Deomuis alo said thot Count Katuoky had made no furthor reference to the 

wslty of somo formal or collective act of acceptance on the part of the Powers, as 
reported in any despatch No, 420 of the 23th instant, But Count Kalnoky had told 
him that the-Russian Government “was recalcitrant,” and that it had notified that 
the Convention had been submitted to the Russian Ministor of Mnrine in order that a 
Report should be dawn up on tho subject. This, in Count Kélnoky's opinion, 
invplied that some considerable delay might be expected, 

T have, &o. 
(Signed) E. ©. H. PHIPPS. 


ee i ee 9 
No, 109, 


Mr. Phipps to the Merquis of Salisbury.—(Received December ’,) 


E 
(No, 424. Confidential.) 

My Lond, Vienna, December 1, 1887, 

MATE reference to my dexpatel, No, 438 of yesterday, I observed fo Count 
Kalnoky this morning that the French Ambassalor had informed mo that his 
Excellency had spoken to him on the subject of the Suez Canal Contention. 

His Excellency replied that, to put it more correctly, M. Decrais hd talked to 
him on the subject. ‘The Frouch Goverament was desirous, i appeared, to hurry on 
the acceptance on the part of the Porte, but it was fresh in the memory of the Turks 
that the French had been very recently loud in. their asseverations of respect for the 
rights of Turkey when another arrangement had beon under discussion, and that this 
pressure to ratify at once an arrangement in which Turkey bad not been consulted 
ame ill from such a quarter. 

Count Kélnok, da not believe that the Turks would make much difficulty, and 
ropoated that Austria-Il would make none; but his Excellency had implied 
that the energy of the French would find a more favourable field at St. Petersbargh, 
& quarter whence difficulties were fur more likely to arise, as M. de Giers had stated 
that before anything could be done a technical Report must be obtained from the 
Minister of Marine on the whole question, ay 

re, 


(Signed) B. C. H. PHIPPS. 


No. 110. 


Sir WW, Stuart to the Marquis of Sulisbury.—(Reeeioed December 8.) 
_E 
ty ‘Loni The Hague, December 2, 1887. 


Wi to your Lordship's despatch No. 65 of the 4th ultimo, and to my 
No. 97 of the Tt ulin, I have tho honour to falose hecwith copy of & note 
which I have just received from M. de Karnebeck, stating that the Netherlands 
Government give their willing approval to the terms of the proposed Convention for 
securing tho froe navigation of the Suee Canal 


T have, do, 
(Signed) ” W. STUART. 


Inclosure in No. 110, 
M, de Karnebeek to Sir W. Stuart, 


ini La Haye, le 2 Décembre, \887,, 
M. le Ministre, - 4 ‘a 
vol 17 du mois précédent vous avez bien youlu, au’ nom du 
aodenenen iene Majets Deltannicue et daccord avec celui, de:la République 
Frangaiso, inviter Ie Gouvernement du Roi h donner son approbation au projet de 
Convention sur loquel les Cabinets de Londres ot de Paris sont tombés daccor par 
rapport A la Libro navigation du Canal de Suez, tout en me faisont connattre le 
sens ct Ia portée que le Gouvernement do ls Reine est dispoxs i ncconler A cette 
Convention. Fs 7 ; 

Pai Tiouneur, M. le Ministre, do vous prior de porter & In connaissance de votre 
Gongcumnt aor Te Gouvernement du Roi approuve volonticrs les ternos de In 
— Vouiller, e, 
(Signé) KARNEDEEK, 


No. 111, 
Sir R. Morier to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{ Received December 5,) 


My ‘oD, 1, Paersbatgh, Nesenber 25, 1887, 

r a t horewith a ° nole addressed to me 
1 ae ee ne pone sny communication to him of the 10th Instant m copy of whieh 
is likewise inclosed on the subject of the ce ca : Convention, It is, a# your Lord~ 

ip wil iy owlec it of receipt. 

ae Tey cooioe tnt gy rend ol de Laboulaye, who returned from 
leave yeatordanc oe informed. me that Ml de Gigrs had told Kim that the matter had 
Been faced in he hands of the Miniter of Marine, Admiral Shestakow. Had it been 
Toft in those of M. de Giers, I am convinced from the few words which his Excellency 
let drop with regard to it, that he would have been content to follow suit, all the other 
Fae eee tat think st possible. that the Naval Department may raise 


technical objections and endeavour to deplay an ofcious activity 


(GBigned) ‘R. B, D, MORIER, 


November 30. 
P.S.—M. de Giers told me to-day that_no decision woold, for the present, be taken 


sian Gover it respecting the Sauce Canal ‘Convention. - 
17 Arse comer the plas ay i the Brean ih che Pot, whos 
decision they had no intention of prejudging.  M. de Nelidoff had received instructions 
to express no opinion in one sense or the other, but to hold his tongue. ORL 


——— 
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Tnclosure 1 in No. 111. 
Bir R. Morier to M. de Giers 


M, lo Ministre, Si, Peteraburgh, November 7 (19), 1887, 

WITH reference to tho vecbal statement T had the honour to make to. your 
Excellency on Wednesday last to the effect that I had been instructed by Her Majesty's 
Gorernmant lo support the communication hy the French Chargé d’Affnires respecting 
the draft of Suez Canal Convention agreed to by the British and French Governments, 
fand to express the hope that the torms of the said Convention would meet with the 
approval of tho Russian Government 

Thave been instructed to communicate to your Excellency the copy of a despatch 
addressed by the Marquis of Salisbury to Her Majesty's Minister at Paris, giving an 
Madre ed OY amuions which have led to the vetifement of this draft, and of tho 
conditions under which Her Majesty's Government have expressed tbeir willingness to 
agree to it. 

T likewise have the honour to transmnit copies of correspondence relative to the 
constraction to be placed on Article V of the Convention, from which it will be seen 
that the French Government and that of Her Majesty are agreed that the prohibition to 
disembark troops in the Canal and its ports of access contained in that Article cannot, 
be intorpreted ax depriving unarmed invalid soldiers of access to the military hospitals of 
‘Buow and Port Said, 


1 avail, Se. 
(Signed) | RB. D, MORIER. 


SS 
Inclosure 2 in No. 111. 
M. de Giers to Sir R. Morier. 


M. Ambassadeur, St. Pétersbourg. le 10 (22) Novembre, 1887. 

PAR wa note on dato da 7 (19) courant, votre Excellence ® bien voulu me trans 
matteo copien des correnpondances relatives ‘nn Projet de Convention arrbté par les 
Gouvernemonta de la Grande-Brotagne et de France au sujet da Canal de Suez. 

Je me fais un devoir de vous Informer que le C Tmpérial ne manquera pas de 
vouor A T'étude de cow correspondances, ainst que du Projet de Convontion qui m's été 
remis par M. le Chargé d’Affaires de’ France, toute Fattention que importance de la 
présente question est de nature & comporter. 

Veuillez, &e. 


(Bigné)—* GIERS. 
ee 
No, 112. 

Sir J. Savile to the Marquis of Satlsbury—(Reeeived December $.) 


¢ 281.) 
ly Lord, Rome, November 26, 1887. 
WITH reference to your Lordsbip'« despatch No. 324, transmitting copies of 
correspondence felative to the construction to be placed on Article V of the draft Con- 
Vention for securing the free navigation of the Suez Canal, for communication to the 
Italian Government, T have now the honour to inclose translation of Signor Crispi's note 
‘acknowledging the receipt of the correspondence in question, and expressing his assent 
40 the construction placed upon the Article above referred to. 


Inclosure in No. 112. 
Signor Crispi to Sir J. Sa 


; - 
ecresee Rome, November 23, 1887. 


YOUR Excellency, in ncvordance with instructions from your Gorernment, was 
good enough to communicate to me, in your note of the Ith instant, a copy’ of a 
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aospatch dated the 21st October, addressed to, the British Minister at Paris, in which 
Lon Salisbury exposes the conduct. and conclusion of the negotiations, which led to the 
dealt of the Suez’ Canal Convention at present under the consideration of the various 
Cabinets. 

T ahall be obliged to your Excellency if you will be so good as to expross my best 
thanks {o his Lordship for so interesting 8 communication. 

"AL the same time your Excellency communicated to me in the same note a short 
correspondence, contaising a confirmation by the Cabinets of London and Paris, of the 
proper interpretation to be given to the word “troops,” to be found ip Article V of 
Pre eraft Coovention. ‘The mterpretation agreed to is sach as to exclude the false 
supposition that the prohibition to disembark, whieh applies to troops in tne of Wie, 
creed deprive infirm and disarmed soldiers of the Hight of access to the miliary 


hospitals of Suez and Port Said. = if 
With great pleasure T take note of this interpretation, which seems to me also to ba 


‘a just and rational one. eas 
(Signed) ' F. CRISP 


No. 113, 


‘The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir W. White, 


i, Foreign Of, December 6, 1887. 
HAVE received your Excellenoy’s despatch No. 364 of the 22nd_ ultimo, 


i ‘of the ateps taken by you to support tho communication made to the 
Pesto by ue Pronah Arcbassadoe on the subject of the Suez Canal, and to invite tho 


Fittsien of the Turkish Government to the draft Convention agreod upon between 


this country and France. es 
is country eeellenoy's proceedings in the matter are approved by Her Majesty's 


Government. tae 

(Signed) | SALISBURY. 

Nee een 
No, 14. 


Mr. Bgerton to the Marguis of Salisbury -—(Recvived December 8.) 


ge, i Confidential.) Paris, December 7, 1887. 


i 68 informed me today confidentially, that the Grand Visier's 
lining tare tank informed Tooce of Russian advice’ the Porto was inclined to 
akmARMculties about the Sucx Canal Convention, propoing. the insertion of a fresh 
Clause relating to the period of occupation of Egypt by British troops, which was, a 
caer oneana if foreign to the question of the Suex Canale | 

Te Tae reeetied ths dela, and trusted that Hot Majesty's Government 
would press the Porto to love no time in giving Hs assent 
Gigned) EDWIN H. EGERTON, 





No, 115. 
‘The Marquis of Salishury to Sir W- Whi 
{tig Foreign Office, December 8, 1887, 6:46 va. 


Ce erENck 7s Ohicltcs aont Suet Canal G 
RRENCH Goverument say Porte are making difficulties abou Sikes (enn te 
vention, and propoee taertion of fresh clausd respecting, petiod of British occupation 
of Egypt. ; "3 

Bes Ports to give amont to Convention without introlucing extraneous 


subjects. 
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No. 116, 


‘The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir W. White 

(No. 206, Ext. 137.) 

Sir, Poreign Office, December 8, 1887. 
ty’s Government have learnt from the Government of France that 
ing raised by the Porte with regard to their acceptance of the terms 

of ‘the draft Convention respecting the Suez Canal agreed upon betwoen this country 

and France, 

It is understood that the Turkish Government proposo the insertion of a fresh 
clauso relating to the period of the British occupation of srt. 

T have to-day requested your Excellency, by telograph, to urge the Porte to give 
their assent to the proposed Convention yithont attempting the introduction of 
extraneous subjects. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "SALISBURY. 
es 
No. 117. 


Sir W. White to the Marquis of Salisbury—(Received December 10.) 


Ge 95, Confidential.) 
logrphic.) Constantinople, December 9, W887, 1197 vex 
‘OUR tologram No. 137 of yesterday. 

T have no reason to beliove oF suppose the Porte still intonds Inserting the clauso 
mentioned, and the Bronch Ambassidor, whom T have just scon, ix of exactly the 
tame opinion, though he thinks some idea of tho kind existed seme time agor At 
hat timo it had been ascribed to the hopos raised by French suggestion, as reported 
by mo in my telegrnin to your Lanlship No. 89 of the Sth ultimo 

‘Th language of Count Montebello is cortainly correct now. 

‘Tho Porte is very slow in this matter, and, in reality, cares little about this 
Convention. 

hear that there is some impatience at Vienna and Rome at this delay, and it 
might be of considerable advantage if other Ambassadors besides us two presed the 
Porte to come to a decision. 

T have spoken in this sense to the Fronch Ambassador, 


ee ee 
No. 118, 


Sir W. White to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received by telegraph, December 10.) 


gE 
No. 873. Very Confidential. Ext. 95,) 
ly Lord, Constantinople, December 9, 1887. 

1 HAVE ‘seen Count Montebello this evening, and, having stated to his Excellency 
the purport of your instructions with reference to the Suez Canal Convention us conveyed 
to me by your telegram No. 187 of last night, I asked him whether the information yiven 
You by the French Government was derived from him. 

fe at once stated that this wus by no means the case, and he confirmed my own 
impression that, at any rate at present, he was quite sure that the Sublime Porte had no 
longer the intention to introduce a clause of the kind mentioned to your Lordship. 

Count Montebello said that there was a time when some such idea existed at the 
Sublime Porte, and T told him that I had heard of it at the time, as your Lordship 
Jill perhaps remember from the telegram addressed by me to you on the Sth ultimo, 

0, 89. 


iF even added, quite frankly, that it had been reported to me that such a suggestion 
bad bgen thrown out to Turkey by Frunce. This he denied, but it i= possible that on 
observing that: any such turn given to the present Convention would simply upset it, the 
Government of the Republic perceived the danger of such a course, for their Ambas 
wdor's attitude is perfectly correct on this point now, and he confines himself to. saying. 
that the question of our evacuation may be promoted. by the acceptance of the present 
Convention by Turkey, but ought not to be mixed up with it, 


The attitude of Russia continues to be very obscure as regards the Convention, anit 
the Turks are by no means disposed to speak oot their mind in Mum, 
The Cabinets of Rome and Vienna are, before giving their adbesion, waiting 
tn a he Baie ge tee eerie ah ade 
in obtaining a reply from the Sublime Porte, we come to the conclusion that it would bs 

aovatle thatthe other Ambassadors should’ be sastructed to press this Governmen 
ced ts the Trea Ate ¢ steps Ihad taken, under instructions from 
Lela eto reac ares i Government a one to 8 favourable 


to urge Said Pasha to ury to 8 favourabl 
ao ons Urge Said Past loaded that the Gorerament of the Republic might 
celerate such a solution by the exercise of its influence with the Cabinet of 
accelerat soluti 


See it booder ta said your Loniship the substance of the present despatch thi 


svening by telegraph. Panres 
Mee Giese) A. WHITE. 


eee 
No, 119. 


‘The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir J. Savile.* 
ae a Foreign Office, December 12, 1887. 
cee TTT W. WHITE'S telegram No. 95, repeated to you. ; 
ay wars tg to ach begs accredited that their Ambasendor 
oul gas the Porte to accept the Convention without farther delay, 
D 


EE 
No, 120, 


‘The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir J, Sovile.t 


Go tee Ror Off, Decne 12,187. 
=a 4 Lelogram from Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople 

Tr appears from the toi har boca repeated to you that the Porto shows no 
No. 95 of the Oth insiMiaion to. the terms of the Anglo-French Arrangement with 
signs of giving iM Gonaly, and his Excellency adds that it might be of advontage if 
regard to the ores of the other Great Powers would press the Turkish Government to 

he Representatives of the 

se t your Excellency will suggest to 

der these sirounstances I hate iat thai Amfssador at Contatinople 


the Government to wey Jer the Porte 0 give ils assent to the Oouvention without 
Should be instruated to 


her delay. ae 
—— (Signed) “SAtIsBURY 


No. 121, 


Mr. Phippe tothe Marquis of Salishury.—(Receiced December 12,10 ¥..) 


(No. 81.) Vienne, December 12, 1887, 6°50 ¥.m. 


(Felegephic), one : ; 

ee nr oat to fon, Calon om the th, | align 
Ambani hae already expressed similar desire, but is not sanguine as to sp 
Ambassador 


see ‘ing character ek 
ranean oeriGna. No intelligence of reassuring has eae 
Foreign Office from St. Petersburgh. 


ee 


Atta te Mr. Phipps (No. 213). 
© Also to Me, Phipps (Xo. 107). 1 s 


(542) 





Mr. Phipps to the Marquis -greph, December 12.) 
(No. 48, Ext. 81.) 
‘My Lord, Fienna, December 12, 1887. 
ON woeipt of your Lordship's telegram No. 107, repeating’ to me Sir W. White's 
telegram No. 95, I called at the Ministry for Forcign Affairs and ascertained that a 
telegraphic instruction was sent to Baron Calice on the 9th instant to urge the Porte 
to come to a decision as early as possible on the subject of the Suez Canal Convention. 
In this instruction, which was read over to me, it was pointed out that the 
Imperial and Royal Government was desirous, ont of a feeling of respect for the 
mworainty of the Porte, that its adhesion to the Convention should precede that of 
the oth rs, and Count Kalnoky trusted that the execution of tnt desire would 
y longer delaying its decision. 
y saw Count Nigra, who informed’ me that at Mf. Crispi’s desire ho 
y urged the Austrian Goverament to take w step of this nature, and I 
hhim that the instruction above roforred to had been sent. 
His Exeollency did not appear very sanguine, from the information which he 
had received, of any speedy result being achieved at Constantinoplo, and expressed his 
that the Powors acting in accord would have mitch pro ation to contend 
against. 
1 conveyed tho main portion of this information to your Lonlship b folegrapb, 
but did not, under the eiroumstances, consider it necessary to forward jt to Her 
Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople, but I propose, however, to send his Excel- 
Toney & copy of this despatch my mossonger. 
T have, &o. 
(Signed) B, ©. H. PHIPPS. 


a 
No. 123. 


Mr, Phipps to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Receieed December 14, 10 at.) 
(No. 53.) 
MTolographie.) Vienna, December Vt, 1887, 12°45 A.x, 

FOUR telogeam No, 107. 

Count Kalnoky, wlio bid learnt of the Porte’s desice to raise the question 
of evacuation in connection with the Convention, telegraphed again on Sunday to 
Baron Calico to inform Sultan that stich a course Would be most unwise, adding that, 
if Porte insists on refusal to take desired initiative, Austria will no longer delay scoop. 
tance. Accor information, Forte is acting under Russian instigation. 


No. 124. 
Mr. Phipps to the Marquis of Salisbury —(Received by telegraph, December 14.) 


(No. 422. Ext, 88.) 
Vienna, December 13, 1887. 
‘ATED to the Minister for Foreign Affirs this afternoon that your Lordship 
red me to suggest that it would be useful if instructions were sent to thy 
in Ambassador at Constantinople to urge the Porte to accept the Sues Canal 
Convention without delay, but that Chad already acquainted you with the step which 
is Rxeelloney had taken in that senso on tho Oth instant, 

‘Count Kalnoky eaid that information had reached him from more than one souree 
of the Porta's de aise tho question of the evacuation of Bgypt in connection 
with the Convention, and that. ho hail consequently a couple of days sgo instructed 
Baron Calico to point out to the Sultan that sucha course would be most unwise, a8 
there wi his opinion, no connection between the two subjects; he had instrncted 
the Aus ingarian Arobaemdor to edd thet if the Porte persisted in its refusal to 

was desirable that it should in 
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interests assume, Austria-Hungary would no longer delay her formal acceptance of 


ee re Excellency slated fo me that, scoonting to the accounts which be had 


scive -ey is acting in this matter at the instigat of Russia, 
Tene creme aben Hi above fatormatian 6 your Lordship by telegraph, and also to 


Sir W. White. es 


(Signed) E. 0, H. PHIPPS. 


No. 125. 
Sir J. Savile to the Marquis of Salislury —(Received December 14, 1 v.36.) 
HS sy eines acer stirs 
YOUR tele instant communicated to Signor Crispi, 
Italian Jo instructed to act in concert with his 
colleagues of Austr whom in Suez Canal question Italy has 
adopted identic attitude. 


No, 126, 


Bir J. Savile to the Marquit of Salisbury —(Received by telegraph, December 14.) 


iy Loe, ea Rome, December 14, 1887. 


T HAVE report to your Lordship this day, by tel that T communicated 
your Loviship’s telegram No. 109 of tho 12th to his Excellency Sign 


T have now the honour to inform your Lordship that the Italian Government 
have instructed their Representative at Constantinople to act in concert with the 
English and, Austrian Ambawadors at that place ox the Sues Canal question, with 


ropect 0 which Tlaly has adopted an sltitvte ientio with that of the two latter 


ora Thave, &e. 
(Signed) "J. SAVILE. 


No. 127. 


Sir Wi White to the Slarquis of Salisbury—(Receioed December 14, 3.4.) 


Erclegecphe) Constantinople, December 14, 1887, 1:40 vat. 


ogram No. 95 of Oth instant, 
F bear’ tiat we: ouiy.axpeot vary. Sicvly EWS oh. Somaeaiog a’ Bele 
Canal Conveation, asking for three miinor amendments, but leaving out evacuation 


question. 


No. 128, 
‘The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir B, Malet. 


5.) 
GScareptic,) Foreign Ofice, December 16, 1887. 
4 CANAL Convention. = 
Fase refer to lologmim sent lo Ter Majesty's Repeeseatatives at Viena 
12th tant. r 
snd ryoir Heosh calleague wishes you to join in making eblee ropemeatation 


to German Government, you may do wo. 


eS SSS 





No. 129, 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E, Malet 


(No. 549. Ext. 115 
ie Foreign Office, December 16, 1887, 
ON the 12th instant T requested Her Majesty's Bawerckanrs at Vienna and 
Rome, by telegraph, to suggest to the Austro-Hungarian and Italian Governments 
that their Ambassadors at Constantinople should be instructed to press the Porte to 
Bive its assent to the proposed Suez Canal Conven out further delay. 

A copy of this telegram will have reached your Excellency by messenger. 

Jn the event of your French colleague wishing you to join in making a similar 
representation to the German Government, your Excellency is authorized to do so. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 





No. 130, 
ir J. Savile to the Marquis of Salisbury —(Received December 17, 1°50 v.xt.) 


gm 
relegraphic.) Rome, December 17, 1887, 1145 4.3 
“oun telegram No. 100 of 12th instant, 
Instructions sent to Italinn Ambassador at Constantinople to join Baron Calice in 
the step he is taking with regard to Suez Canal Convention. 


No. 181. 


Sir J. Savile to the Marquis of Salisbury (Received by telegraph, December \7.) 


(io, 208. Ext. 06.) 
ly Lord, 


. Rome, December V7, 1887. 
IN reply to your Londship's tologram No. 109 of the 12th instant, T have the 
honour to report that the Tlalian Government have instruoted Baron Blanc to 
co-operate with his Austrian colleague in tho action which the latter is faking with 
reference to the Sex Canal Convention. 

Thave reported the above to your Lordship by telegraph, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) "J. SAVILE. 


ee 


No. 192, 
‘Sir R. Morier to the Marquis of Salisbury —(Recrived December 17, 10 vt.) 


No 80) 
velegraphic. St. Petersburgh, December 17, 3 
ere PHIPPS* No. 83, re rg! 17, 1887, 6-98 row. 


syeuttssian Minister for Foreign Affairs reiterates in the strongest form assu 

iven in my telegram No. 79, and tells me M. de Nélidoff had informed Porte that 
‘ussia would express no opinion until the Porte and all the other Powers bad 
expressed theirs 
2. 


No. 1383. 
Sir R, Morier to the Marquis of Sufiebury —tReetived hy telegeuph. December \7.) 


(ie, 412, Bt. 80) 

My St, Petersburgh, December 17, 1887. 
WHEN I saw M. de Giers to-day I mentioned that T had heard a rumour th 

the Porte was inakiog difficulties about the Suer Canal Convention, and that in doko 


20 it was supported hy the action of M. de Nélidoff, I felt convinced this was not 
true, as it was directly contrary to the assurance he had lately given me. 

His Excellency said with some irritation that he had seen the report in a 
lithographed “correspondence” from Pesth, to which most of the calumnies respecting 
Russia could be traced. It was absolutely false. M. de Nélidoff had received the 
instructions reported to your Lordship in the postscript of my despatch No. 388 of the 
25th ultimo. He himself had received, in reply, a despatch from Constantinople 
saying that the Porte had been informed that the Russian Government had uo 
intention of giving any opinion on the subject of the Convention until not only 
Turkey but all the Powers had expressed theirs 

M. de Giers added that ho ind received, a report from the Ministry of Marine 
containing technical objections to the Convention, but that he had not read it carefully, 
tod liad placed it with tbo other documonts aocompnnying it to tide thels tone, 

Thad the honour to report the substance of the above in my telegram No. 80 of 
this day. 

Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) R. B.D. MORIER, 


No. 184, 
Sir WW, White f0 the Marquis of Salisbury, —(Received December 19.) 


Very Confidential.) 
fy Lord, Constantinople, December 13, 1887, 

SINCE addressing to your Lordship my despatch No. 373, Confidential, of the Oth 
instant, on the subject of the Suez Canal Convention, I have learnt that, under instruc- 
tions from their Governments, Baron Calice has been pressing the Sublime Porte to 
‘come to a decision, and that Baron Blanc has spoken in the same senue, 

Thave likewise been informed very confidentially that the Turkish Ambusaador at 
Bt. Petersburgh has telegraphed home that the Russian Government would not be sorry 
to sce the point of our evacuation being raised at this moment, but that they wish the 
Porte to make haste with its answer, 

If this is tee, and I believe it to be so, it accounts for the report which had reached 
your Lordship through France. 

‘The three amendments which, according to my information, are most likely to be 
proposed in our Convention by the Porte are the following :— 

-An Ottoman or Egyptian Delegate to preside-at the meetings held by the Conala 
with regard to the O 

‘The omission of the words “ par leurs propres forces ” in Article X. 

‘The insertion of new stipulation as regards the non-construction of fortification» 
in proximity to the Canal 

T have, &c. 


(Bigned) W. A. WHITE, 


No. 139, 
Sir B, Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury —(Received December 19.) 


My Lord, Berlin, December 17, 1887. 

THAD the honour last night to receive your Lordsbip's telegram No. 115 of 

terday, saying that if the French Ambassador wished me to join in suggesting to the 
rman Government that their Ambassador at Constantinople should press the Porte to 
accept the Suez Canal Convention without further delay, I might do so. 

"The Ambassador wrote to me this morning on the subject, and 1 have in 
consequence seen him this afternoon. He said that he had been informed by bis 
Government that I was authorized to join him in making the ion to the German 
Government, but he asked me if I would mind making it first, as be thought that Count 
Bismarck would be much more likely to accede to the 1 if it came primarily 
from me and was by him, than if he pi it in ‘the first instance, | 
replied tat I had no objection to this t, but that Count Bismarck was awa; 
from Berlin to-day, and that I thought it would be better for me to speak to him than 
to write. 

[542] Q 
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Itwas, therefore, arranged that I should make the suggestion to Count Bismarck 
as soon as I can see him, and to let my French colleague know as soon as I have 
done 50. 

T trust that, in acceding to his Excelloney's wish that I should speak first to Count 
Bismarck, I acted as your Lordship would have desired. 

T have, &e, 
(Bigned) EDWARD B. MALET, 


a) q—qo.o x _ 
No. 136. 


Sir B, Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 21.) 


(fo, $87. Confidential) 
iy Lord, Berlin, December 19, 1887. 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 486, of the 17th instant, I have the honour 
to inform your Lordship that T yesterday suggested to Count Bismarck that he should 
send instritctions to the German Ambassador at Constantinople to press the Porte to 
Accept the Draft Convention relating to the Suex Canal without farther delay, and I 
mentioned that the French Ambassador here would prefer a similar request to 
him, 

Count Bismarck replied that he had heard confidentially from Constantinople 
that the Porto was withholding its answer, being under the impression that ‘its 
dilatoriness in this matter would not be disagreeable to Her Majesty’s Government. 
It had the ides that the Draft Convention had been agreed to by Hor Majesty's 
Government in consequence of pressure put upon them hy France, and that they 
Would not bo sorry if it cxme to nothing through the agency of another Power. 
Count Bismarck observed to me that whereas the French Ambassador bad 
him foe an auswor at ovory interview, T hind said nothing to him about it since the 
Draft Convention had beon frst submitted, and he gave me to understand that he 
iad not folt sure that the view of tho Porte might not have something in it, 

T replied that T could assure him that this was not the case ; wo bad come to an 
understanding with France which we desired to cary through lipaly, and that there 
could be no doubt that your Lordship wished him to ‘consent to the sugzostion which 
T had been instructed to make. If T had not farther spoken to him on the subject of 
aceopting the Convention, it wax merely beeauso ho had told me at once that ho should 
not vend an answer before the Austrian and Malian Governments had sext theirs. 

Count Bismarck maid that that being the case, he would submit the request to 
Princo Dismarek, and would inform me of tho result. 

Thave told the French Ambassador that Count Bismarck received ‘my request 


did referendem: 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) EDWARD B. MALET. 


No. 137. 
Sir W. White to the Marquis of Salibury—(Received December 21, 8°30 4.1.) 


(No. 100.) 
‘legraphic) Constantinople, December 21, 1887, 12°50 ast. 
YOUR Loriship’s telegram No. 187 of the Sth instant: Suez Canal Convention, 
At Inst T think Uhave got at the truth of the statement made to y i 
‘When the Convention hnd been first examined at the Porte the Grand Vizier appears 
to have stated to the French Ambawador that he was inclined to couple the Turkish 
sent to it with a condition that it should not come into force until the evacuation 
question was settled. His Highness thinks that this tion was not disagreeable 
to. Count de Montebollo whon first, montioned by him, and he adds that he is at a loss 
to aniderstand why. Her Majesty's Government should have any objection to ite 
adoption; in fact, he still adheres to this ides, and this was the language he held to 
me this afternoon when I urged him strongly. to’ necept the Convention without 
complicating: matters ly introducing sacha subject, which his Highness, however, 
would not admit to-be an extrancous 07 
T was quite surprised to find him 40 decided, as he never raised this question 
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to me previously. I happen to know, confidentially, that the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs is of quite a different opinion, and opposed to any such reservation, and from 
any previous conversation with his Excellency I was quite unprepared to find Grand 
Vizier holding views so utterly new to me. 

Baron Calice spoke to his Iighness, under instruotions trom Count Kilnoky, 
quite as strongly as I have done, and so has Italian Ambassador. 


No. 188. 
Sir W. White to the Marquis of Salisbury. —(Received by telegraph, December 21.) 


(0,286. Ext, 100) 
iy Lord, Gonstantinople, Deceniber 21, 1887. 

THE Sublime Porto is taking an immense time before making up its mind us 
vegans the Sucz Canal Convention, and there ix one point in conection with this 
subject which T haye been trying for some time to discover, and on which ¥ think 1 
have at length clieited the truth. 

In pressing the Grand Vislor to ncoept this Convention without further delay, J 
ascertained with much difficulty from his Highness that he really means to insist on 
the insertion of a clause in thin Agecoment, by which the Convention cannot came 
into forco until the question of our eracuation shall be finally settled between ‘Vurkey 
and ourselves 

Tn fact, ho wishes to stipulate for the Ottoman Government a reservation ximilar 
to the ono inserted hy your Lordship in tho Agreoment in the terms of Sir Julian 
Pauncefote’s statement to tho Paris Commission in 1885, 

‘This intention Kiamfl Pasha says bo mentioned to the French Ambassador when 
this Convention was first xpoken of betwoen thom, nnd his Highnow carried off the 
impression that the suggestion wax not disagreeable to Count Montebello, to which ho 
now adds that he is nt a Jom to understand why Her Majesty's Governinent should 
entertain any objection to its adoption. 

T was very much surprised when T saw his Highness yesterday afternoon to hear 
him adhere to a scheme whioh he had not mentioned to me hefore, and which some of 
my colleagues and other trustworthy penions had, it is trug, montioned to me somo 
weeks ago, but stating at the same time that thoy considered it nx having been 
dropped. 

spoke very decidedly about this to the Grand and I trust I left no doubt 
ou his mind that your Lordship objected to the introduction of any extrancous question 
of this kind in the Agreement concerning the Suez Canal alone. 

His Highness would not admit that the word ‘extraneous could properly apply 
to hs proposal, on which he insets with very suring persoverance. 

have ascertained quite confidentially that Bald Pusha, the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, and several other members of the Government are of a different opinion, and 
quite opposed to the introduction of such a reservation, 

‘The Austrian Ambassador has spoken against it to the Grand Vizier trying to 
dissuade him from its adoption, and #0 has Blanc, and both have urged the 
Sublime Porte, under instructions from their respective Governments, to come to a 
speedy decision on the Saez Canal Convention, 

T have, &. 
(Signed) W. A. WHITE, 


No. 189. 
Sir W. White to the Marquis of Salisbury —(Received December 21, 3°30 r.at,) 


(No. 101) 
legraphhic.) Constantinople, December 21, 1887, 210 r.a 
to your Lordship No. 100 of 
Count de Montebello assures mo most positively {hat he has objected to the Grand 
Virier’s suggestion of the evacuation clause when the subject was mentioned to his 
Excellency by his Highness. 


(64) 





No, 140. 
(Sir B. Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury—(Received December 21, 5-15 8.x.) 


Gs 65.) 

‘Tolegraphic.) Berlin, December 21, 1887, 512 .m. 
PRINCE BISMAROK accedes to your Loniship's request. German Ambassador 

hhas boon instructed to press Porte not to postpone its adhesion to Convention any 

longer. 





No, 141. 
Sir B, Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury —(Received by telegraph, December 21.) 


(No. 48), Ext, 65.) 
My Lord, Berlin, December 21, 1887. 

WITH reforence to your Lordship's telegram No. 115, of the 16th instant, T 
had tho honour to report to your Lordship this day, graph, that Prince 
Bismarck acceded to the suggestion which 1 made in ‘siniilar terms fo that which 
Hor Majesty's Ambassadors af Viewna and Rome wore instructed to make, namely, 
that the Porte should be prossed to acoopt the Suez Canal Convention without further 
dolay, and instructions have been sent to tho German Ambassador nt Constantinople 
to unge the Porte no longer to postpone its adhesic 

Thave, te 
(Signed) EDWARD B. MALET. 





>. 142. 
Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salishury—(Received December 21, 10°30 #.a) 


0, 2.) 
elographic.) Paris, December 21, 1887, 8°47 9. 

MY despatch No, 622, 

Fronch Afinister for Foreign Affairs has just received » tolograrm fron Count de 
Montobello. expressing the greatest annoyance at falso statement of Grand Vixlor 
to Sir W, White as to French Ambsemador’s having recommended Additional Article 
respecting evacuation ia tho Suex Canal Convention 

Count de Montebello anys that hi language wax exact contrary, and We mogrets 
that Sir W. White did not go to him at once for explanations before informing Hor 
Majosty's Government. 





No. 143.) 


Mr, Rgerton to the Marquls of Salisbury, —(Received by teleg 


(No. 551, Ext. 87.) 
My Lord, Paris, December 21, 1887. 

WITH reference to despatch No. 522, M. Flourens read to me to-day s telegram 
just rooeived from Count de Montebello, expressing his extreme annoyance at the 
Grand Visier having told Sir W. White that ho had advised the Porte to insort a fresh 
Article in the Suez Canal Convention respecting the evacuation of Egypt by British 
troops; he bad, on the contenry, spoken against such addition, and he regretted 
Sir W. White not having given him an opportunity of denying this false statement 
before telegraphing the Grand Vizier’s language to Her Majesty's Government. 

Thave, &. 
(Bigned) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


No. 148" 


The Marguis of Salisbury to Sir 
(No. 554.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 22, 1887. 

I HAVE received your Exoollenoy’s despatch No, 486 of the 17th instant, 
informing me that you had assented to the request of the Fronch Ambassador, that yout 
should first suggest to the German Government thar their At nt Constant 

ple shonkd he instructed to press the Porte to accopt the Suez Canal Convention 
Nithout further delay. sind that he should subsequently support your communi: 


Bxoolloney’s action 1” ic upproved by Hor Majesty’ Govor- 


Lam, &o 
(Signed) SALISBURY 








él 


No. My 
B. Malet fo the Marquis of Salisbury —(Received December 26.) 


(No. 492. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Berlin, December 24, 1887 
AS T hisd the houour to report in my telegram No. 0 2st instant, Count 
Bismarck sent me word on that day that Prince Bismarck had authorized instructions 
being sent to the German Ambassador at Constantinople to press the Porte to accept 
the draft Convention regarding the Suez Canal without further del 
Gount Bismarck eame to seo me on the following day, and said that his father 
bad willingly given his c as I had assured him that there was no doubt that 
your Lardship desired it 
THis Excellency added that he had heard from Constantinople that the Porte 
would probably request that the Pre f the Council which would sit under 
Article VITT should be an Ottoms It was not clear how this could be 
he Porte conld ns eneral in Egypt come 
German Government ahere 
3's Government w to any requests which the 


hat M. Herbe 
Bie mn th 
than he way 
Tt was 3 n of this view that Count Ismarck, 
whon bh me that h at no messnge to M, Herbotte in answer 
to the at he did not propose to say anything about it to him unloss 
further questioned ; J, in reply to a question from me, that he had no 
objection to my pat instructions tind beon sont, Tt would appenr from 
that Count Bis for the present, in dealing with the French Represens 
pmitting the Jos which are tho small change of friendly relations 
ween Governments. 
‘As soon as Count Bismarck left mo, I called upon M, Herbette, and told his 
Heney that instructions had beon sent to Constantinople in the sense we had 
Lhavo, &e 
igned) EDWARD B. MALET 


—————_—_—_——_——————— 


No, 45 


‘The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir B, Mate 


(No. 855.) 
Bir, Foreign Ofice, December 28, 1887. 

I HAVE received your Exculloncy's dospateh No, 487 of the 10th’ instant, 
tating that you Inve suggested to Count Bismarck that instructions should be sent 
to the Germunn Ambassador at Constantinople to press the Porte to acoept the draft 

inl to the Snex Canal; and, in reply, I have to inform you that 
language used by you to Count Bismarck, as reported in that despatch, is approved 
hy Her Majesty's Government. 
Lam, &. 
(Signed) | SALISBURY. 





